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“It doesn’t make much sense when a real tosspot calls a kettle black.” — Twelve Steps and Twelve 
Traditions, p. 78
Hello, my name is Lori, and I’m a tosspot.
When I began my journey in AA, I was completely convinced that if the circumstances and people 
in my life had been different, I wouldn’t be an alcoholic. It made me drink. They made me drink. My 
drinking, I believed, was simply a reasonable response to unreasonable people and situations.
At one point in therapy, I shared a few experiences from my past. The therapist looked at me and 
said, “Well, no wonder you drink.”  That comment bought me another year or two of justification. (I 
never said he was a good therapist.)
Then I got to Step Four. For the first time, I began to see that perhaps I wasn’t simply the victim of 
my life. That realization was painful enough. It challenged a story I had been telling myself for years.
And then I arrived at Step Eight.
The Twelve and Twelve doesn’t let me off the hook gently. It tells me to “fetch ourselves up sharply.” 
It tells me to “redouble” my efforts. It reminds me that I agreed to “go to any length.” Those aren’t 
comforting words. They’re wake-up calls. I needed every one of them to honestly make my list of all 
the people I had harmed.
As I examined my resentments, something uncomfortable happened. I began seeing myself in the 
very people I was judging.
I was angry at those who seemed to have abandoned me—but hadn’t I isolated myself and left friends 
hanging when they needed me?
I grieved the childhood I wished I’d had—but hadn’t I fallen short at times with my own children?
I resented people for not giving me the respect I thought I deserved—but hadn’t I spent far too much 
time criticizing, bad-mouthing, and undermining those same people?
Tosspot, meet kettle.
That wasn’t an easy realization, but it was a freeing one.
Step Eight wasn’t about piling on shame. It was about becoming willing to set things right. It was 
about accepting responsibility for my part instead of continuing to keep score of everyone else’s fail-
ings. It invited me to stop living as a perpetual victim and begin living as a responsible human being.
Today, I no longer see myself as a victim of life. I am an active participant in it.
I’m certainly not perfect. I still make mistakes. But today I recognize that I’m simply a card-carrying 
faulty human being. And so is everyone else.
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Julie W.W., a cherished member of the Shooki Big Book Group, began her journey of 
sobriety on October 26, 1987. Throughout her many years in Alcoholics Anonymous, 
Julie remained a devoted and active member of the Fellowship, generously sharing her 
experience, strength, and hope with all who crossed her path.
Julie dedicated much of her life to helping women find hope and recovery. At one time, 
she served as the manager of Alpha House for Women, where her compassion, guid-
ance, and commitment touched many lives. She remained deeply involved in Alcohol-
ics Anonymous and continued helping others throughout her life. Julie’s loving service 
and unwavering dedication to carrying the message will be remembered with gratitude, 
respect, and affection.

Prayer of St. Francis 
 

Lord, make me an instrument of Your peace. 
Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 

where there is injury, pardon; 
where there is doubt, faith; 

where there is despair, hope; 
where there is darkness, light; 

and where there is sadness, joy. 
 

O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek 
to be consoled as to console, 

to be understood as to understand, 
to be loved as to love. 

 
For it is in giving that we receive, 

it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 

 
Amen.

Cary B., a valued member of Club 12 and the Legal Professionals Group, began his 
journey of sobriety on November 11, 1990. Throughout his many years in Alcoholics 
Anonymous, Cary was a dedicated and active member of the Fellowship, freely shar-
ing his experience, strength, and hope with those seeking recovery.
Cary devoted himself to helping others and remained committed to carrying the mes-
sage of Alcoholics Anonymous. His wisdom, compassion, and steady guidance made 
him a guiding hand within the Fellowship and a trusted source of support to many. 
Cary’s service, friendship, and lasting contributions to A.A. will be remembered with 
deep gratitude, respect, and affection.
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SATURDAY, AUGUST 8

SUNDAY, AUGUST 9
8:30 am     Breakfast
9:00 am     Guided Meditation
10:00 am   Raffle Baskets Drawing
10:30 am   Sobriety Countdown
11:00 am   A.A. Speaker: Shelley G. (Rockwall, TX)
12:15 pm   New Member Raffle, Split-the-Pot & 
                    $1000 Raffle Drawing

Club 12
77th Anniversary

August 7-9, 2026

FRIDAY, AUGUST 7
6:00 pm    Dinner
7:30 pm    Club 12 History Presentation with Jim W.
8:00 pm    A.A. Speaker: Greg L. (Dallas, TX)
9:15 pm    $500 Raffle Drawing

8:30 am    Breakfast
9:00 am    Guided Meditation
11:00 am  Al-Anon Speaker: Catherine K. (Dallas, TX)
12:30 pm  Lunch
2:00 pm    BINGO
6:00 pm    Dinner
7:30 pm    A.A.'s Founders Play
8:00 pm    A.A. Speaker: Thomas H. (Austin, TX)
9:15 pm    $500 Raffle Drawing

Welcome A.A. and Al-Anon Members, Family & Friends

 102 Thames, SA TX
club12.org

SPECIAL EVENTS

Guided
Meditations

BINGO

Speakers will be
livestreamed 

on Zoom 
ID: 157 501 938 

PW: 1212

Meals 
Included!

 Raffles

Club 12 History
Presentation  

Founders Play
Sobriety

Countdown

CLUB 12
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WE ARE NOT

SAINTS

BINGOBINGOBINGOBINGO
7 7 T H  A N N I V E R S A R Y

Join Us For An Afternoon
of Fun, Fellowship & Prizes!

Saturday,
August 8, 2026

TIME:
2:00 PM

BINGO CARD PACK:

$15 A PACK

For One Game
Additional To the
Pack

$1.00 Each
Bring your lucky dauber
or purchase at the event!

DATE:

Includes 5 Bingo Cards

DAUBERS:

FREE POPCORN
FOR ALL PLAYERS!
Plus a Chance to Win

“WE ARE NOT SAINTS”

12 12

$4 ADDITIONAL
CARD

CLUB 12 @ www.club12.org
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SIX LOVES 
AL KOHALLEK GOES ON A LOVE FEAST 

Saturday, August 15, 2026 
9:AM to 4:PM 

 
All relationships are expressions of love, but often we need the Eyes to see beyond appearance, and this 
vision comes to us by grace. This little workshop could help us to be open to that grace. The division of 
love may be endless, but these six will do for our purpose. Most of us have tried to generalize love as 
though one love fits all; not only is that too limited, but it can be harmful. 
 
If we want the fullness of life – if we want loving, caring relationships with whomever – if we want to be 
joyous, happy and free, if we want an open heart, mind, and soul, then we must be willing to give all the 
love we can and forgive all we can, even ourselves, perhaps not able but willing.  Then we can look to our 
Higher Power to do for us what we cannot do. 

 
 

16607 Blanco Road Building 4 
Call Debbie at (210) 867 7771 or email debbieburnip@aol.com 

We will have lots to eat 
If you don’t have the workbook,  

The complete 12 Step Workbooks Volume 1 
 are available at our office. Call first; make sure I’m there (210) 601 8205 

Or Amazon  
Space is limited  
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Noon - 2pm 

 

Then&NOW 

- 

 
 
 

 
You Are Invited! 

 

 
Celebrating 81 Years of AA in 

San Antonio 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Includes Speakers *Food*Archives*Surprise*Prize 

• Old Timer Danny M. 9/1/89 Colonies North 
AA Young Lorena R. 10/29/22 

Women's Big Book Group 

Pot Luck: Bring your favorite food to share 
Kitchen area available * no pets 

Helotes Nooners Group 
Forest Hills Presbyterian Church (in the Gym watch for AA signs) 

113200 Bandera Road 

Questions? Call or Text Judy N. 602 463 8601 

 
 

 
- 

 
 

NO PETS WHILE FOOD IS BEING SERVED 

SPEAKERS   WORKSHOP   ARCHIVES

CRESTVIEW CHURCH OF CHRIST   7129 DELHI ROAD   WACO, TEXASCRESTVIEW CHURCH OF CHRIST   7129 DELHI ROAD   WACO, TEXAS

FRIDAY
5:30 PM: REGISTRATION OPENS
6:00 PM: HOSPITALITY OPENS
6:30 PM: DINNER
8:00 PM: TY D, HOUSTON, TEXAS
9:15 PM: RAFFLE

SATURDAY
8:30 AM: HOSPITALITY OPENS 
9:00 - 9:30 AM: MEDITATION
10:00 AM - 11:00 AM: SUSAN DK - WACO, TEXAS
11:15 AM: CAT L. - AUSTIN, TEXAS
12:15: LUNCH ON YOUR OWN
1:45 PM: ABANDON YOURSELF TO GOD WORKSHOP 
3:00 PM: RELATIONSHIPS WORKSHOP 
4:15 PM: CORY W, IRVING, TEXAS
5:45 PM: DINNER
7:00 PM: COUNTDOWN
7:30: JASON L, AUSTIN, TEXAS
8:30 PM: RAFFLE
9:00 PM: CONFERENCE CLOSE

DINNER FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHTDINNER FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHT

ABANDON YOURSELF TO GOD ABANDON YOURSELF TO GOD 
AS YOU UNDERSTAND GOD.AS YOU UNDERSTAND GOD.

OCTOBER 9-10OCTOBER 9-10

HEART OF TEXAS CONFERENCE
WACO, TEXASTHE 41  ANNUAL ST

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO REGISTER, VISITFOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO REGISTER, VISIT WWW. HEARTOFTEXASCONFERENCE.COMWWW. HEARTOFTEXASCONFERENCE.COM

REGISTRATON: $25
RECOMMENDED HOTEL: RESIDENCE INN BY MARRIOTT

2424 MARKET PLACE DR WACO TEXAS 76711
RECOMMENDED HOTEL: RESIDENCE INN BY MARRIOTT

2424 MARKET PLACE DR WACO TEXAS 76711
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YOU'RE INVITED TO THE 

NORTHEAST SUNRISE 

4 YEAR ANNIVERSARY 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2026 

6:30 A.M. 

COME EARLY AND ENJOY 

BREAKFAST TACOS 

Coffee & Bottled Water 

GUEST SPEAKER 

Lori H. 

Sobriety Date: December 20, 2009 

LOCATION 

15413 O'Connor Rd 
San Antonio, TX 78247 

COME CELEBRATE WITH US! 
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womansjourneytx.
com

A new freedom &.
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 S.W.T.A. 68 PI/CPC Conference  
“Anonymous, Not Invisible”   

Hosted by Districts 1a, 16, 17, and 18  
                                                                          August 22, 2026 

 
Details  

Saturday, 8/22, 8am – 4pm 
SWTA 68 PI/CPC Conference 
University Methodist Church 
5084 De Zavala Road, San Antonio, TX 78249 

 

Pre Register Online or By Mail 

 
PI/CPC Conference Online Registration 

(No registration fee for non-AA members) 
********************************************************************************************************************* 

Registration fee: $15.00                                            
Checks payable to: Southwest Texas Area 68 

 

Mailing Address:  District 17, P.O. Box 33774, San Antonio, TX 78265  
Name:___________________________________________________ 
Address:_________________________________________________ 
Group:__________________________________________________ 
Email/Cell:_______________________________________________ 

For more information: 
Chris C. 325-450-0978  district17@aa-swta.org           OR                 Coy P. 210-373-0474   pi-cpc@aa-swta.org  
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Devine Serendipity 
New AA Meeting in Devine, Texas

Day:  Monday
Time:  6-7 pm 
Location:  St. Joseph Catholic Church

    108 S. Washington Dr.
    Devine, TX 78016

1ST MEETING on MONDAY MAY 18TH
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NW 12&12
MEETING UPDATE

Starting Thursday, September 3rd,
the meeting will no longer be hybrid, but will meet on

Zoom only.

THURSDAYS AT 12:30 P.M.

ZOOM MEETING ID

846 8636 8712
PASSCODE  037484

Questions?

Please contact Jere J

(210) 313-1347
Thank you.
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Is ADA Assistive Listening  Accessible for our 
Hard of Hearing Members. Come check out the 

new state of the art equipment and hear the 
message of sobriety and hope. 

HALT Monday Night 7:00 
p.m. Speaker meeting 

7575 Tezel Rd., SAT 78250 
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New Alamo Ranch AA meeting 
starting 

March 7, 2026, at 7:00 p.m.

Outer West Community Church, 
12280 Alamo Ranch Pkwy., 

San Antonio, TX, 78253

For more information contact:
Melodie R. 210-778-8566

(Enter through the side entrance double doors without the awning).
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The Sisterhood Circle @ Halt 

Gather, Support, Empower
"A sisterhood is a soft place to land and a strong place to stand."

Location: 7575 Tezel Rd
Sundays 6:00 P M

 

Closed Meeting
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JBSA- FORT SAM HOUSTON  

Tuesday’s and Friday’s 1800-1900  
 

WARRIORS FOR SOBRIETY 

PRIVATE - ANONYMOUS- TRUSTWORTHY 

Located @:  
Brooke Army Medical Center 

3551 Roger Brooke Dr. 
Fort Sam Houston, TX 78234 

In the Chapel, on the basement level. 
Contact us at: drhenry4645@yahoo.com  

Or call/txt Devon @ 484-929-3103 

Open to Anyone Who Has  

Access To Brooke Army Medical Center 

In the Chapel on basement level    

7th Tradition: CashApp  

Find us on: The Meeting  

Guide App 



Page 38

ProgressProgressProgress
NotNotNot
PerfectionPerfectionPerfection

Progress
Not
Perfection
Fridays at 8:15 pmFridays at 8:15 pmFridays at 8:15 pmFridays at 8:15 pm

PROGRESSPROGRESSPROGRESS   NOTNOTNOT   PERFECTIONPERFECTIONPERFECTION IS AN  IS AN  IS AN AAAAAA   OPENOPENOPEN
DISCUSSIONDISCUSSIONDISCUSSION   MEETINGMEETINGMEETING FOR THE  FOR THE  FOR THE YOUNGYOUNGYOUNG   ANDANDAND
YOUNGYOUNGYOUNG   ATATAT   HEARTHEARTHEART...   

PROGRESS NOT PERFECTION IS AN AA OPEN
DISCUSSION MEETING FOR THE YOUNG AND
YOUNG AT HEART. 

Diversity Recovery Alliance CenterDiversity Recovery Alliance CenterDiversity Recovery Alliance Center
473 Spencer Ln, San Antonio, TX 78212473 Spencer Ln, San Antonio, TX 78212473 Spencer Ln, San Antonio, TX 78212
Diversity Recovery Alliance Center
473 Spencer Ln, San Antonio, TX 78212

WHETHER YOU’RE NEWLY SOBER, MAKING YOURWHETHER YOU’RE NEWLY SOBER, MAKING YOURWHETHER YOU’RE NEWLY SOBER, MAKING YOUR
WAY BACK, OR JUST LOOKING FOR FELLOWSHIP,WAY BACK, OR JUST LOOKING FOR FELLOWSHIP,WAY BACK, OR JUST LOOKING FOR FELLOWSHIP,
THERE’LL BE A SEAT FOR YOU.THERE’LL BE A SEAT FOR YOU.THERE’LL BE A SEAT FOR YOU.   

RECOVERY ISN’T ABOUT HAVING IT ALLRECOVERY ISN’T ABOUT HAVING IT ALLRECOVERY ISN’T ABOUT HAVING IT ALL
TOGETHER—IT’S ABOUT SHOWING UP ANDTOGETHER—IT’S ABOUT SHOWING UP ANDTOGETHER—IT’S ABOUT SHOWING UP AND
MAKING PROGRESS ONE DAY AT A TIME.MAKING PROGRESS ONE DAY AT A TIME.MAKING PROGRESS ONE DAY AT A TIME.

WHETHER YOU’RE NEWLY SOBER, MAKING YOUR
WAY BACK, OR JUST LOOKING FOR FELLOWSHIP,
THERE’LL BE A SEAT FOR YOU. 

RECOVERY ISN’T ABOUT HAVING IT ALL
TOGETHER—IT’S ABOUT SHOWING UP AND
MAKING PROGRESS ONE DAY AT A TIME.
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Central Service Office Representatives 
 Meeting Minutes Hybrid Meeting 

Monday July 20th, 2026 
  
  
  

Justin called the meeting to order and opened with the Serenity Prayer. 
  
Sarah read from CSOR sign-in sheet & call on those joining on Zoom: 
She asked the CSOR’s to please announce any changes in schedule, location, or events 
upcoming:  

Four Horsemen Group: 7 Year Anniversary June 27th, 2026, from 8:15pm to 10:15pm. Flyer will 
be coming out soon.  

**NEW Group** It’s the Principles A.A. Meeting on Sundays at 6:30pm-7:30pm and is an open 
meeting doing a step study (referencing the steps and their corresponding spiritual principle(s)). 

**NEW LOCATION** Warrior’s for Sobriety Group has moved to the chapel in the basement 
of Brooke Army Medical Center (BAMC), same time 6:00pm-7:00pm, Tuesday’s. 

Morning Grace has announced that they will no longer be having an online meeting, which 
brought meetings to anyone in the world with Zoom access. They said there were to many “zoom 
bombers”. Sarah suggested if the group is looking for more attendance to create a flyer for the 
Nightcap.  

**EMERGENACY ALERT** Schertz/Cibolo Group had to move to a new temporary location 
because their meeting house was flooded out by recent storms. With great unity came a miracle 
and they were able to find a fast move-in ready location at 814c Main St. Schertz, TX 78154. 
They will remain there until further notice and all meetings are available. Please, keep the group 
in your prayers while they navigate this rough set back. 

Justin announced that it was time to pick a new Secretary since Devon has done it for the last 6 
months. No volunteers came forward. Devon offered to continue his role as Secretary for the 
next 6 months. If anyone is interested in helping CSO and volunteering for this or other 
positions, please contact CSO. All the Secretary role does is transcribe the meeting in meeting 
minutes.  

Board of Trustees.  
 
Reviewed and approved June minutes; with no amendments. 
 
Financial Report: Sylvia reported that SA CSO financials are in good standing. Contributions 
for June were $8,923.22. Total contributions were $39,638.45 years to date. Sales revenue for 
June is $7,731.75; totaling $52,350.05 years to date. All non-A.A. revenue for June $4,553.30; 



Page 42

totaling $29,642.31 years to date. Total income for June was $21,501.81; $153,495.81 years to 
date. Total cost of goods sold for June is $5,319.16. Our gross profit was $13,696.08 for June; 
totaling $96,151.82 years to date. Total expenses for the month of June $20,641.93; totaling 
$94,578.92 year to date. Net income ($6,945.85) for the month of June; totaling $1,652.28 years 
to date. Sylvia explained that the spreadsheet has changed a bit, and she explained it to the 
CSOR’s. Also, there were a lot of anonymous donations for the month of June. If any group 
needs anything printed, please go to the CSO, they will give a way better price than any other 
place. As always, if anyone wants a more detailed report, feel free to reach out to the CSO office 
and ask for access, it is available to anyone in AA. 
 
Jim stated that sales are down a little and foot traffic to the office is next to nothing and would 
encourage people to come down and visit. Also, if anyone would like a copy of the total expense 
report for Weekend in SA; just email or call Jim and he will email it to you. As a reminder, Jim 
stated the CSO is fully transparent for anyone to look at.   
   
-Financial Report was approved. 
  
Service Opportunity Reports from Inter-Service Representatives: The Inter-Service 
Committee Chair Becky stated that SAIS committee coordinated with SWTA 68 Delegate to 
present their report remotely via Zoom 7/16/26 @7pm. Becky, reported about 20 people joined 
for the meeting and it was a good success and valuable information presented in the report. Also, 
Becky will be reaching out to all the interested parties about having a meeting to rebuild H&I 
program back up, more to follow on meeting time and location. The meeting location is at the 
University Methodist Church every 4th Sunday at 3:15pm. This is a hybrid meeting, and the 
zoom ID and Passcode are in the flyer. All committee updates can also be found in the Nightcap.  
Reports: 
 

o Treatment/H&I- Rebecca E. is the new chair for treatment. On August 9, 2026 at 
2pm there will be a Zoom meeting for anyone interested in helping. Zoom ID: 
841 6059 5671. Passcode: SAIS25. Lifetime Recovery reached out requesting a 
women’s meeting on Thursday’s night at 7pm and are not opposed to a Zoom 
meeting. Please ask the women at groups if any are willing to help with that, if so, 
contact Rebecca and her information is also in the “Nightcap”. Current needs: 
Volunteers. 

o CFC- Paul B. came to talk to everyone about how CFC program works and the 
service opportunities it provides. Pual has meetings at 13 prisons in Texas to date 
with meetings having 50 to 60 people in them. Pual stated there is a prison with 
150 people signed up looking for a meeting. You can contact the CFC if 
interested. Some meetings are 150 miles or more away to bring a meeting to a 
prison, but people do it all the time and would love more volunteers particularly 
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women to join in. They also provide the Big Book’s, 12 and 12 and Daily 
Reflections free of charge no questioned asked. If you want to contribute call 617-
285-6453 to get a can to bring back to your group to contribute. Mike also 
expressed the importance of doing all we can to carry the message behind the 
wall. The plan was to get prisoners through the steps so the prisoners could 
sponsor other inmates. Please, remember if you can’t drive, you can also do 
“Sponsorship by Mail(email)” as well. Current needs: Volunteers. 

o Grapevine/La Vina- Melissa H. is the new chair. Successfully distributed 102 
grapevines at AANSA and raffled off 4 six-month subscriptions to Grapevine. 
Have requested old grapevine donations from groups to be dropped off at CSO for 
redistribution. Current needs: Volunteers. 

o Accessibility- John C. is the new chair for accessibility. Current needs: 
Volunteers. 

o The Archives- Allyson, said that they had cancelled the workshop that was 
scheduled for July 20th. They meet on the 2nd Thursday of every month on Zoom. 
If interested, please contact Allyson. Recruitment flyer is in the “Nightcap”. 
Current needs: Volunteers. 

o After-Hours Telephone Committee- Sarah stated everything is going well with 
the phone lines. There are available slots to be filled for helpline. Current needs: 
Volunteers. 
 Tuesday mornings: 9am-1pm 
 Thursday overnight: 10pm-9am 
 Fridays: 9am-1pm and 1pm-5pm 
**Back up volunteers are always needed.** 
Sarah reminded everyone of the importance of keeping meeting information and 
times up to date. If for any reason a meeting will be or may be cancelled, please 
call the CSO and inform them.  

o PI/PCP- Chet J. is the new chair for PI/PCP. Will need help for a workshop 
August 21st -22nd. The contact information can be found in this month’s 
“Nightcap”. Committee members participated in the VA health fair on 6/4/26. 
Current needs: Volunteers. 
 

CSO Board Chairperson Report: Lori stated that there has been a decrease in foot traffic at 
CSO and it nationwide not just San Antonio. To try and combat the dwindling sales, the CSO for 
the month of August and September will offer 5% off all AA materials and 10% off all non-AA 
materials. This is for in-store purchases only. The second thing is the reserve funds that Sylvia 
talked about earlier; instead of the money sitting in the account, earning 0% interest, it was 
discussed and decided to put money into a CD. Moving half in now and the other half in 6 
months to help build interest. Estimated interest would be over 4%. The board will get back to us 
with more information. Lori stressed again that we need names for people interested in joining 



Page 44

the board. It is not a stressful service position, but it is an important one. Please, if you have any 
questions, see your CSO because they have the application and a printed-out description of the 
role.  
Gala: Mike updated everyone about the upcoming Gala to show appreciation to all CSO 
volunteers. Deposit has been made for the event. Will be November 14, 2026 @ Morgan’s 
Wonderland; 250 people max; 30 tables; $40 for a single ticket; $280 for a table that sits 8; doors 
open 5:30pm; dinner at 6:30pm; speaker (Steve Cox) at 7:30pm. Stay tuned for more updates. 
Also, more to follow, on when you can purchase. Flyer will be out soon in the Nightcap. 
 
Nominating Committee: Karen is still looking for three volunteers to become a trustee of the 
CSO. It is a 2-year commitment. Need 5 years of sobriety with a sponsor and worked the 12 
steps. Please contact Karen if interested.   
 
CSO Managers Report: Jim stated that foot traffic is down, and it is expected. This will be 
something that will be discussed during this year’s CSO Managers Conference on the first of 
November in Downtown San Antonio. Its $150 per ticket which is open to all AA members but 
there are area of the conference you will not be allowed in unless you’re a paid employee 
because the conference is geared to come together and find a better, more efficient way to bring 
more people to the CSO stores around the US and Canada.  
  
Old Business:  
No Old Business 
 
Reminder that if you need a CFC donation can pass around separately from your group’s 7th 
tradition. Mike will pick up the can if you contact him.  
 
New Business:  
No New Business 
 
Motion to Adjourn. 
 
Justin closed the meeting with the Responsibility statement. 
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No one
could pay me to

go out on a night
like this. . .

Yeah. . .
Okay. . . I’ll be

right over!

AA THERAPY  

D R U N K S

H E L P E D

H E R E

    1 H
R - $10

The Eighth Tradition
Alcoholics Anonymous should remain forever 

nonprofessional, but our service centers 

may employ special workers.

Spiritual as it is, A.A. remains very much of this world. The Eighth Tradition, 
like the Seventh, focuses on a vulgar five-letter word that isn’t actually mentioned 
in either: money. Many of us have had to explain to some cynical prospect, “No, 
I’m not a social worker. I don’t get paid for talking with you. I’m doing it because 
it’s the best way to stay sober myself.”

This does not mean, of course, that the idea of turning professional has never 
entered any A.A.’s mind. In the lean years, Bill W. did think of becoming a lay 
therapist to earn money through his experience in helping alcoholics. But, with 
a strong nudge from the group conscience, he soon realized that he could never 
hang out a shingle reading “Bill W., A.A. Therapist, $10 an Hour”! It became clear 
to the early members that no A.A. should ever ask or accept payment for “carry-
ing this message to somebody else, person to person and face to face.”
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Easy
 Does

But new questions arose as membership grew and the word of hope spread, 
sending thousands of alcoholics in search of A.A. The first intergroups or central 
offices were usually manned by A.A. volunteers; now, most such offices are so busy 
that full-time employees are needed as well. Naturally, A.A.’s are better suited to 
such jobs than are nonmembers — but are these A.A.’s then being paid for doing 
Twelfth Step work? No. In the office, they are just paving the way for this work. 
Arranging to get a sick drunk into a hospital, telling a shaky newcomer where the 
nearest meeting is tonight, they are helping to make it possible for that alcoholic to 
hear the message “person to person and face to face.”

A similar development has taken place at the Fellowship’s “headquarters.” Once 
a tiny office for one co-founder (Bill) and one secretary, it has grown into the pres-
ent General Service Office, fully staffed, with a big mailroom keeping the lines of 
communication open throughout A.A. worldwide. The employees, both A.A. and 
nonalcoholic, are paid on a scale compara-
ble to that in profit-making enterprises, so 
that the office force can function depend-

ably. And the A.A. staff members are in exactly the same position as the A.A. 
intergroup employees. Suppose you drop in at GSO one day when you’re in 
New York. Staff members who pause to chat with you may have been work-
ing on next year’s Conference or corresponding with a group in your home 
area, helping it to carry the message more effectively. For that, they are paid 
biweekly checks. But you may also hear them mention to other staff members 
plans for taking a newcomer to a meeting in the evening or for giving an A.A. 
talk to a neighborhood group the next week. For that, they are paid only with 
their own continuing sobriety.

In these office jobs and in other assignments, members are actually paid for 
their business and professional skills. Working at a GSO desk, on Conference-
approved books and pamphlets, or on the Grapevine, these A.A.’s use their 
abilities as correspondents, managers, writers, editors, artists, proofreaders — 
as well as their understanding of A.A. from the inside. On occasion, volunteers 
have given their time and talent to all these services, and their contributions 
are deeply appreciated. But what if the Fellowship decided that all such as-
signments should be handled only by unpaid volunteers? In present-day A.A., 
there’s too great a volume of work to be done in spare hours here and there, 
and only the rich or the retired could afford to work full-time as volunteers. If 
we tried to find in this limited group people qualified for particular tasks, obvi-
ously the field would be narrowed down — too often, down to nobody at all.

There would be another problem in using 
volunteers alone: It seems ungrateful — or, at 
least, it’s socially awkward — to criticize or reject a job done for free. But paid jobs 
for A.A. get quite a going-over! Take our literature, for instance (like this pamphlet). 
Whatever the subject, we want to be sure that each piece expresses as clearly as pos-
sible the view of the group conscience of A.A. as a whole. So any new project must 
first be approved by the Conference. Once it is in process, the Literature Committee 
of the General Service Board keeps a careful eye on it at every stage. Frequently,  
drastic changes are required. The “finished” product then must be okayed both by 
that committee and by the Conference Literature Committee, and further revisions 
are often — 

“Now wait a minute!” some old-timer may interrupt. “What’s going on here? Didn’t 
Dr. Bob say, ‘Let’s keep it simple’?”…

NAME YTD JULY NAME YTD JULY
3 Legacies Group 10.00 Lambda Group (SA) 667.00 375.61 
A Woman’s Way to A.A. Group 140.00 65.00 Laurel Heights Group 160.00 
Acceptance Group 121.59 Love & Laughter Ladies Group-Online 62.00 30.00 
Amistad Group 50.00 Morning Grace Group 332.91 16.00 
Beginners &; Newcomers Group 100.00 Mostly Agnostics Group 20.00 20.00 
Blanco Group 200.00 New Beginnings Group (SA) 223.15 
Board of Trustees-CSO 179.25 New Braunfels Group 1,271.40 252.98 
Boerne Hwy Group 125.00 25.00 Northeast Sunrise Group 180.33 
Boerne Noon Group 2,789.58 NW 12&12 798.00 671.00 
Boerne Sunday Nite Group 751.50 393.10 Primary Purpose 400.71 
Can’t Do It Alone 150.00 100.00 Road of Happy Destiny Group 100.00 
Can’t Do It Alone Group 100.00 Rule 62 Group (San Antonio) 77.00 46.00 
Castroville Group 100.00 Rule 62-Devine Group 25.00 
Club 12 255.00 135.00 Schertz/Cibolo Group 768.42 48.54 
Colonies North Group 650.00 Secular AA of San Antonio Group 133.00 23.00 
Cork In The Jug Group (Helotes) 137.50 109.50 Seeds of Grace Group(Spring Branch) 150.00 
CSO-CSOR’s 180.00 27.00 Serendipity Group 1,725.63 643.43 
Dam River Group (Canyon 
Lake) 100.00 Serenity Seekers Group 142.10 
District 16 70.00 Share The Light Group 136.90 
First One Today Group 142.00 Shook Big Book Group 96.00 
First Things First Group 2,955.00 700.00 Sisters In Sobriety 484.72 162.30 
Freedom Group 492.00 300.00 Sober In Southtown Group 100.00 
FROGG Group 182.00 42.87 Sober Over Sixty 255.40 
Generic Thursday Night 407.00 Solutions Group-(Canyon Lake) 126.80 126.80 
Goliad Group 170.00 Sought Thru Prayer and Meditation 10.00 
Group 12 165.00 Stahl Road Group 300.00 
Gruene Road Group 1,000.00 Starlite Group- Callaghan Rd 3,500.00 
Grupo Renancer 209.00 82.00 Stay in the Solution Group 2,082.32 315.07 
Grupo Tres Legados 100.00 Three Legacies Group 10.00 10.00 
Guilbeau Group 293.54 71.78 Tuesday Night Big Book Study Group 59.86 
Halt @ Tezel Road Group 1,773.56 710.14 Turning Point Group 4,006.33 1,278.63 
Helotes Nooners 600.00 Valley Hi Group 5.00 
Keep It Simple Group 329.75 Women of Wonder 43.75 10.50 
La Vernia Group 200.00 Women’s Solutions Group 275.63 
Ladies First 164 Group 250.00 

GROUP CONTRIBUTIONS 34,207.63 6,791.25 INDIVIDUAL CONTRIBUTIONS 11,387.46 929.45 
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