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GOD UNDERSTANDS WHAT WE'SOUGHT

7 In the moving book "The Cross and the Switchblade",
one of the more striking scenes dis the first time the
young minister confronts a group of young people in the
midst of a sex - narcotics orgy. Instead of turning
away in disgust, the young man of the cloth addressed
those wheo were "copping out" something like this:
God understands what you are seeking when you turn to
drugs and sex. He realizes that you are lecking for
some sort of ecstacy, and to Him this is good. But
He also knows you are looking in the wrong place.
What you want is good, but you'll never get it from

‘ ' sex and drugs, no matter how long or how far you pur-
sue them. God wants you to have the good feeling, but He wants you to get it

from Him. And you can. No matter what has happened up to now, He still loves
you. ' :

The first time I read this - and it's a paraphrase not an exact quocte ~ it
struck me: how true. When I was drinking. I was locking for an exotic feel-"
ing. Of course, I rarely got it and now I realize I, too, was looking in the
weong place. But.I.beligve now that God understood what I was seeking and this
of itself was good. What was wrong was my attempt to secure goodness from a
power that could net give it to me:.the bottle. In AA, I have learned to seeks
that goodness from that Power greater than myself whlch I choose to call God.
Ardd good things come to me in abundance.

Naturally, things are'nt good all the time nor do I always have that feeling
of ecstacy. I'm still a human being with all my faults and imperfections -
though A4 is helping me to do gomething about those, too. But everytime I'm
given the opportunity to extend the helping hand of AA to somecne in need of
it, everytime I'm asked to lead a discussion or speak, everytime somecne com-
pliments me on something said, and everytime I give someone a chance to help
me I get a feeling of goodness that tops anything I ever got from drinking
even in it's best days. Perhaps it could be summed up simply in this way:
there's gomething about that feeling of knowing for the first time in my 1ife
that I'm heading in the right direction that beats anything 1 ever had.

As that young minister so aptly put it: G;d understands what we sought whether
from drugs, alcohol, or whatever. In the AA was of life, He has helped me
and thousands of others find it.

(Reprinted from the June, 1971 issue of the "Intergroup Newdfesttep's Houston,Tex)
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P.I.C. REPORT: . ...

NEW THIRS”EDfTiON'OF’BiG’BOOK‘ADDS PRESENT — DAY”AA"STéﬁlﬁs

The thirteen Hew storlee in the third edition of "Alcohollcs Annonymous”
enable the basic text oF AA ‘experience to show a more up -to = .date, accu-
rate sample of today's AA members hlp than the second ( 1955) adition.

Ovér 1,450,000 copies-of the flrst two editions were ~distributed between
1939 and 1976 maklng the volume a begt seller.

The latest revision, approved by the 1975 General Serv1ce Conference, is
largely the product of four years' work by the trustees! and Conference lit~-
erature Committees.

No ehanges'have been made in pp.X¥III - 312 -~ the first eleven basicechapters,
written by the co ~founder Billl W., and the "Pioneers of AA" section

The book now contains forty—two stories, plus those of Blll W. and Dr. Bob
‘(the second edition had thirty eight ), The new ones are by teenagers — a
boy end girl: two retirees ~ g movie publicist and a Navy man; a native
American Indian from a Canadian reservation: An officer in Indias army; a
housewife who drank at the laungromat; a "good boy" who succeded but never
matured; a physician hocked on booze and pills; two convicts ~ a black woman
and a guy who was a five - time loser; a waitress ~barfly; and a successful
business executive. They reflect the widely different kinds of alcoholics
gober in AA today.

But one engrossing story is not in an edition of "Alecholies Anonymous™. It
is the account of how the "Big Book" itself was. dreamed up and finallyibe-
came a reality against 1ncred1ble odds .

In November 1937, in Akron, Ohio, Bill W. and Dr. Bob first talked ‘of pro-
duclng a book to tell how a tiny band of nameless drunks was then begin-
ning to stay scber {Bill had three yeats, Dr. Bob, two and a half). They
felt they could reach more drunks with a book than by word of mouth.

aThe story of how it {inally got published is almost like an old silent -
mov1e serial - with the exlstence of AA itself often hanging by a mere thread
of hope.

Finally, in April 1939, it was prlnned - on credit ( also, on thick paper -
which is why it was nlcknamed the " Big Bock ")

Sixteen years later, when about 300 000 copies had carried the message, the
second edition ( also just an updating with' 4608 pages, 38 stories, 30 of
them new was introduced at the second International AL Convention, in 3t.
Louls in 1955, ’ :

The story‘behind "Alcoholics Anonymous", told in "AA Comes of Age", can
entrich our appreciation of cur "Big Book" - any edition. ‘ )
o ' S ~ Ben A. -
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GROUP NEWS - . o R R

-~ NEW GROUPS

The Pleasanton Group has started a closed meeting held each’ Tuesday evenlng
at 8 p.m., called the 12 and 1? A pot-luck supper will be held on thé last
Saturday of each month o

For more. 1nformat10n about thls Group or it's meetlngs call the secretary"
Merty Allen. Her number is 512 - 624 - 25853 or write: P. 0. Box 648, Som -
erset, Texas 78069

Mairty also 1nforms us that the Klng s Point Group ls dlsbande&‘untll further R

notice.

The Open'Dpof ~ Reopens‘{_

After a brief hiatus the " Open Door " will meet again to6 aid in serving the
Northwest Area.-of San Antonioc.

An Open Step-Meeting will initiate this Groups' Grand Re - Opening on Tues- |
day, September Ath at 8:15 p.n. All AA's and Alanons are welcome, and an Ala- !
non Group will be formed. Please come ~ help with your support and suégestlons.

The "Open Door! meets at St. Georges! Episcopal Church Parigh Hall, 6904 7%
West Avenue, and & baby-sitter wilibe-available.

Why not be in at the beginning - of a new beginning 7

LOVE HELPS US BECOME WHO WE REALLY 4RE. IOVE IS A FORM COF DISCOVERY.

CHANGES AND ADDITIONS

The Brees Group: Dué to the Sunset Ridge Church of Christ enfor01ng a long-
standing "NO SMOKING!" regulation: there will be no smoking allowed at the
Brees Group meeting effective immediately. As a result we are contemplatlng
a move to a8 hew 1ocat10n, hopefully in the same local.

If you have any questlons concernlng the above, please call Paul .Coéstanze:

- 826 - 4908,

3* 3 #* 3t %

The Amistad Group: Box 1442; Del Rio, Texas 788,0. Andy A. reports that this
group now has three meetings. An open meeting is held on Monday evening at

8 p.m. A closed meebing is held on Thursday evening at 8 p.m, £And on Sunday
morning you can nibble you way through an Opeh - Donut meeting " You may
contact Andy at the above address or, when in Del Rio drive right up to

507 Bedell Avenue. TYou'll always find the "Welcome", and the coffee, warm.

A RESENIMENT IS:A KIND™ OFFH&NGING’: ON BITE . IF YOU: RESENT, YOU LARE. STUCK

WITH IT. OFTEN'YOU HAVE A MOUTH IMPLOSION, A TIGHT RIDGID JAW. YOU CAN NEITHIER
LET GO - FORGET AND FCRGIVE, NOR BITE THROUGH - BECCME AGGRESSIVE AND ATTACK
THE REAL OR IMAGINED FRUSTRATION, RESENTMENT, LIKE VINDICTIVENEWW, IS A GOOD
EXAAMPLE OF AN UNFINISHED SITUATION,

- PREDERICK S. PERIS-
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REGULAR MONTHLY EVENTS:

The Central Service Office Board will
meet on Tuesday, September 7th at the
Central Service Office, 109 Let—
ington Avenue, Suite 215, at 7 p.m.

C.5.0.C._ The Central Service Office
Committee will meet at Club 12, 102
Thames Drive at 7 p.n. on Septem-
ber 12th. -

The STARR (Intergroup) meeting will
also meet on Sunday the 12th at Club
12 following the €.5.0.C. meeting

at 8:15 p.m. Take a '"Sunday Break"
and join the crowd - enjoy meeting
new friends from all 'round the area!

The Goliad Group, 1004 Avondale will
hold their monthly barbeque September
19th at 6 p.m., followed by an open
speaker's meeting at 7:30 p.m. A1l
other Sunday evening meetings are

held at their regular time of 8:15 p.m.

Club 12: Party Night will be held
Saturday, September 25th. Dinner
‘will be served at 7 p.n. $2.00

for adults and $1.25 for children.

The 2/ Hour Service Group: = ;203 Fred-
ricksburg Road will hold their monthly
dinner Sunday the 26th of September

at 1 p.m. Adults: $2.00 and Children
$1.25.

SPECIAL EVENTS:

ARC BARBFQUE: SEPTEMBER 6TH

Labor Day without a picnic? Never
happen! Join your friends from all
over the city for fun, food and fell~
owship.
again sponsor a special Labor Day
meeting at the A.R.C., Southton Road.

John M. from Austin will speak at the
2 p.t. meeting which will be followed
by that traditional barbeque with all
the taste tempting trimmings at 3:30.

SEPTEMBER 1976

The Frontier Group will once

afinal wave to the waning summer
with a last fling in the sun! Mom.
and Dad may seek the shade; the kids
the pool . . . and, oh yesy surely
someone's brought his guitar -—
ummm . . . I'm hungry already.
Meet!cha there!

WTHE GREATEST FORCE FOR MAKING PEOPLE
DIGCER AND BETTER THAN THEY ARE NOW. IS
THE BELIEF IN YOUR HEART AND MINE THAT
THEY HAVE INFINITE POTENTIAL FOR GROWIH.
EVEN WHEN THEY FAIL US, WE ARE TO °
CONTINUE TO CARRY AND EXPRESS THE MEN-
TAL IMAGE OF WHAT THEY MAY BECOME. TO
JAVE SP,EPME BE:OEVE OM UPT? EVEN WHEN
YOU FAIL, IS THE MOST BLESSED AND CRE-
ATIVE FORCE IN THE UNIVERSE."

' ~-IEWIS 1. DUNNINGHAM-

CENTRAL SERVICE CFFICE NEWS:

Tt was decided at the August meeting ('\

 of the Central Service Office Board -

that literature would no longer

be "let" on consignment, with the
eception of conferences, conventions
and other similar special occasions.

'AA lighters, pens, pendants and key

chains (marvelous AA birthday gifts

... 1) are on sale at the Central:
Service Office., 4 good supply of thte
excellent "Bill W. " blographies are

in stock; and the Western Directories
have arrived, and are on sale for $1.00.

Referrala: 5/18/76 - 6/ 16/76

Alanon 26 AA 111
P.I.C. A Students 5
Literature Sold $439.82

Referrals: 6/16/76 - 7/16/76
Alanon 33 AA 143

P.I.C. 0 Students L
Literature Sold: $379.16
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IN MEMORTAM

John H., July 1976
Guy H., July 1976

SORROW IS BUT A GUEST OF THE HIGHY,
JOY CCMES IN THE MCRNING.

Imogene U. is resigning as Mailing
Chairman. She wishes to express her
deepest thanks to all these who have
served on her co,mittee. (And we
wish to express our thanks to Imo-
gen§ for her mahy months of service!
ed.

Calista Hamilton will replace Imo-
gene as "™Mail Crew" head, and she
will need volunteers to help sort,
staple and stuff. If you can devote
s few hours each month please call her

at: 734 - 8786,

THE, ENDLESS CHAIN

TIME -to make your reservations for
the 26th Southwest Texas Area Con-
ference to be held in Kerrville, Tex-
as, October 7th - 10th at the beau--
tiful In of the Hills.

AA's, Alanons, and Alateens will

find a full schedule of events to
delight them amid the Autumn opu-
lance of the Hill Country at it's
most gorgeous.

Regigstratlon includes ali meetings,
as well as a special program, dance
and banquet. Mac McA. of New Mex-
ico will be the Master of Ceremonies,
and the finest of speakers will head
up meetings.

This is a '"don't miss "!Pre-
registrations are new being accepted,

“and a mere $18.00 covers the whole

package.

Checks should be made payable to:
Southwest Conference
1546 Glen Road
Kerrville, Texas 78028

1IP SERVICE NOT ENOUGH

 No man can consider himself a real

member of Ak, just because he deesn't
drink. There is such a thing as hav-
ing a sober bedy and a mind that re-
tains drunken stupidity. The body will
express. 1ip service to the AA Program,
butthe mind still wallows in an alco--
holic quagmire. The vhysical sobriety
ig used pHly as a cleak to cover tlie
game corruptive thinking and conniv--
ing that was always present in the
mind. Dishecnesty of thought and ac--
tion is just as vicious in the sober
man, because the sober man has not the
excuse of befuddled judgement. o

Anyone addicted to this form of hy-
pocrisy is still controlled by alco~
holic thinking. He retains his false
pride, his complete selfishness, his
super ego. He seeks no advicerand re--
jects any that may be offered. Hismo~
ral and ethical standards are fabrica--
ted on a loom built to suit his own
perverted specification, and the cloak
he weaves is as transparsnt as. day-
1ight. Wo one is deceived, except the
deceiver, and even he must have his
moments when he must admit his life is
a sham. The.soluticn for his problem
ig the same as it is for all of us:

WE PRACTICE THESE PRINCIPLES IN ALL
CUR AFPAIRS.
~Anonymous -

JOHN WESLEY'S RULE

DO ALL THE GOOD YOU CAN.
BY ALL THE MEANS YCU CAN.
IN ALL THE WAYS YOU CAN.
AT ALL THE TIMES YOU CAN.
TO ALL THE PEOPLE YOU CAN,
AS LONG AS EVER YOU CAN."

Overheard at the July STARR meeting:

"Everyone here loves everyone else -
and - itt!s the kind of love that won't
get you pregnant!”

- Madlyn H.~



GROUP . AUG,
Alamo Heights $ 15,00

Audubon : 10,00
Bethany(Xilleen) -0-
Boerne ~0~
BErees - . 10,00
Pridge(N Brnfels)l0.00
Broadway 10,00
Court House -0=
{Brnsvle) '
Downtown .~ =0-
Feel Free om0
(Lockhart ) S
Tloresville _ -0~
Ft. Sam Houston 40,00
Frontier . 20,00
Goliad 15,00
Group 12 10¢,00
Guidance - 10,00
Grupo Esperanza - -0-
Happy Heour 0=
Harmony -G~
Highlands. 20.00
Hill Country -0~
Hope -0-
Kerrville =0
Women's Serenity -0-
(Kerrville) :
Killeen | -0~
Laurel Heights 15.00
Lytle =0-
Luling 2,00
Mary HMont 20,00
Grupo Montana ~Qw
Seguin B
Vew Braunfels -0-
NAS Hospltal

Corpus Christi

FINANCIAL CORNER
CiNTRAL SERVICE OFFICE

T0 LATE

120,00
80,00
3,00
15,00
95,00
- 80,00
. 80,00
11,00

GROUP

Northeast
Northwest
Northwood
Pilgrim

Portland
Reality

Reliance
San Fedro

San Maicus
SASH

Santa Fe

=t. Agnes
Seguin
Serenity
Sharing

STARR

Stepping Stones
Sunset

The Haven
Trinty

Twenty Four Hour

Grupo Unidad
Universal City

Unity Group

(Monterrey, Mexices)

Valley Hi

V. A. Hospital
Villa Rosa
Wesley
Windcrest

Woodlawn Heights

AUG ,

$ 20,00
25,00
~0-

TO DATE

60,00
200,00
9,00
-
80000
20,00
70,00

10,00
10,00

75400
5400
40,00
80,00
()=
196435
120,00
- 75.00
25,00
30,00
90,00
30,00
30,00

40,00

12C,00
65,00
200,00
10,00
120,00

30.00



