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Qur public relations policy is based on attraction
rather than promotion; we need always maintain personal
anonymity at the level of press, radio and films.

Ours is not a secret society...
we carry the message
anywhere we can—

But we must ever be aware
that self-appointed messiahs

speaking for A.A. through public
media can do us great damage!

Alcoholics who have recovered through our program are them-
selves the strongest attraction that A.A. has. When people are asked
what led them to seek A.A. help, the answer given most often is:
“An A.A. member.” Their chances would have been slim if all of
us had remained completely in hiding. But many of us have chosen
to tell our friends, neighbors, employers, co-workers, doctors, or
spiritual advisers that we are in A.A.—and when we do 50, we are
not breaking our anonymity in the meaning of this Tradition,

Suppose a sick alcoholic never has the good fortune to meet an
A.A. How is such a person going to find us? The search will be
difficult if the local group thinks it should be anonymous, too. The
Tradition is talking about “‘personal anonymity,” remember? Al-
coholics will not be attracted to A.A. if they don’t know that it
exists or if they have distorted, unfavorable impressions of its mem-
bers or its prograni,

Giving the general public an accurate picture of A.A. is the chief
job of our public information committees. In addition, they often
carry the message to certain groups—from police officers to personnel
directors—whose work includes contact with active alcoholics.

through all the communications media, in print and over
the air. On radio, it’s easy to guard members’ anonymity,
of course. But TV {not in wide use when the Traditions
were written) is another matter, According to a Conference
opindon, members are breaking their anonymity when they
are identified on TV as A.A’s and their faces are shown— /

whether or not their names are given. And yet this medium,
with its vast audiences, cannot be ignored.

Different techniques have been employed to preserve

anonymity on TV: masks; screens; back-lighting that Interviewer AA
shows A.As only as silhouettes; camera angles showing
them only from the back. The “shadow” method diagram-
med here is simple, relaxed—and appropriate. For we are
not selling personalities—we are explaining A.A. Personal
anonymity breaks in the public media not only may dis-

courage timid prospects; they may threaten the anonymity- TV CAMERA YLIGHT
breaker’s own sobriety, by violating the spitit of the A.A.

program and Traditions. , . .
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November 1994

NIGHTCAP CALENDAR

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY _ SATURDAY '
December ———— 7:00pm CFC & Birthdays: Gotiad, Starlite Birthdays
S MTWTF § Jail Committee Devine
T2 3 meeting Club 12

4 5 6 7T 8 9 10
i1 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30 31

7 8 110 11 12

4:00pm ID 7:00pm Grapevine | Birthdays:Goliad
Steerin Committee mig:
Committee mig: Club12
Winners Club
Birthdays:Goliad

14 15 16 17 18 19

Birthdays:Goliad T:00pm H&I Birthdays:Goliad,
Committee mtg Devine

6:00pm CSO
Board meeting

5:30pm GMM: St Birthdays & Birthdays:Stahi Rd, | Birthdays: Birthdays:Winners,
Andrew’s Potluck:Lytle N.San Pedro, ElLibroGrande, Frontier,
Eégicopal Church Goliad, Ft.Sam Dntown, Serendipity,

6: gm - : Marymont, Grp Broadwa;
DISTRICT 12, Free Spirit-BBQ &
MTG: St. Colonies N, Spkr m;gagﬁ;pm
Andrew’s Schertz-Cibolo, Grp Unidad,

Birthdays:Goliad SW Loop. Lambda,
Barbecue:Goliad Potluck:Marymont SA North.
NIGHTCAP Potluck:Lambda
DEADLINE!
CSO CLOSED
Birthdays:Goliad Bixl'_tlhda :Alamo 2‘:_}}‘311:111 Is,cm_g-l 7&pm PI
cights, imers Social: mmittee mig:
Northwest, Club 12 Ciublz November
Freedom Bil"glda 4 7gpm Archives 15
indcrest, mmittee mtg: .
Valley-Hi, Club 12 § g ratitude Month
Santa Fe,New Birthdays:Oblate,
Acceptance. Northwood,
Foxey Ladies,
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8804 Tradeway

PAID
San Antonio TX 78217 Permit No 2807

San Antonio Texas

{Address Correction Requested)
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