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THANKSGIVING PRAYER

,Lord God of hosts, I come o Thee

In. solemn deep humlllty
to offer with 51ncer1ty
My praise. -

S

Yet, qﬁite beybnd the many score

~Of blessings that I'm thankful for,

I need Thy help to mend the more
My ways.

Of ttimes in- 1one solzloquy
I pondereth in reverie
And doubt that I have glven Thee
Return,

In payment for the debt I owe
That Thou elected to bestow

} On me the gift of life, and so

I yearn

For wisdom and the will to dog
And live the way Thee wants me tog

- Thine every teachlng I'd pursue,

B

And: then :
Thy'wav'ring faith T would restore,
'Tis this I'd be most thankful for,

Amen} N -

b ey N\
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AN INTERPRETATION GF THE TWEEVE STEPS

Step No. il - Sought through prayer
and meditation to improve our consciocus
contact with.God as we understood him,.
praying only for knowledge of his will
for us and the ‘power to carry that out.

When we first started trying to follow
the program of Alcolholies Anonymous
as outlined in these twelve steps, we
hadn't the remotest notion what we'd
do- when, and if; we ever arrived at -
_the serious contemplatlon of .this step
as applied to ourself, for we hadntt -

(Continued on Pége 2.)

- contrel your conscience,

LET GOD CONTROL YOUR CONSCIENCE

Shortly after Albert Einstein discovered .
the .law of relativity, someone asked that =
great. soul how he did it. His simple ane
swer was,. "I challenged an axiom," I
want -to challenge a well known axiom that

|| has come to be accepted by too many of us;
Teach me to heed Thy pleasure more,

one that is dangerous to character if
accepted at face value. .That axiom is
the. well known, "Let your canseience be
your guide." -I will accept that axiom on
one condition, That is that you let God
Then and only
then is conscience a safe'guide.

-ch often We hear thls fallaclous remark -

made by decent people. Somegne asks,. .

"Should I do this thing that I am about -
to do?" 20N
T submit that

often if it is not constantly under the
scrutiny of the merciful eyes of God, His=
tory has valldated thls fact over and over
agaln o

There was 2 tlmelwhen slavery was_the-ad-
cepted practlce in Ameriea, Some of the
' (Contlnued on Page 3.)

", A friend will say "Let your cone
- science be: your guide."
- consecience will guide you to disaster.
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(Contlnued ~ Page One) ' '

prayed or medltated prayerfully for many
a 1ong year.‘_?"

But we have 1earned to pray and what's -
more ‘important, we have come to belleve,
implicitly, that our prayers w111 re="
ceive consideration from God as: we. under-
stand God, We have learned “that  our pre-
vious selfish thinking or. asklng for -
things for self was: not" en falntly akin
to prayer. S e

Non, we ask God as we understand od to
help us through the immediate day. before:
us without taking a drink of anythlng '
contalning alcohol, As we g6 through

the day Wwe remember to ask Him to help

ug whehever we get "off the beam" in our
thinking, and when we arrive at our bed-
 gide at night in a sober condi; ion, we
ber day.

”iNormal people have a day that is. ‘divided
‘roughly into three categorles- Sleeplng,
~ working and playlng.{ Equally leljed
there would be eight hours for each of
these,~ Wie set aside a time at the end of
| each(ﬁnr iy for this prayerful meditation
~ and, as suggested in Step 10: "Contin—
ued: to take personal imventory." ~We:.
go-6ver the everts of the day, analyti— A
‘cally, and take note of “the errors made’
which could have Been. avoided, retro=
‘ spect1Vely, so that we wor't make them
sgain, and admit the wiong ‘things we Have-
-gaid and ‘done that gometimes: call for’
going to people and mentioning the’ fact
that we were Wwrong ard making the necess -
. sary. ‘overtures toward a better relatlon-
‘ship W1th those people.- FooodE it

A man. that sald a’ prayer iR g certaln gar-

" deén nearly two centuries ago, taught vs to T

. pray for "knowléedge of HigTwill for g,
He was the first man-ever recorded ag o
praying for this knowledge. Prior to -
that time, it had been: the custom for
people o’ bargaln wzth thelr gods. They
would, Ain effect 88y 5 "God 1f yOu'll

'-Ironlcally, that was our own pattern oo E
until we learned to pray after. studying
the Ak program. . Now, &ll we want:ig to.
'stay sober from.day.to:day, help: others
stay sober and help, otliers learn, in: turn,
nray for their own knowledge of HlB :

AOmTTM A

1 Call FL2523 for- 1nformatlon of any AA ac-
tlvity 1n San Antonio and Southwest Texas. {

“‘, Mbnday closed._

=C_L-Fan11y Group meets Mondqy.

:Seco Club meets at:ﬁ

MONDEY

:State Hospital, Industr1a1 Terrell HlllS,
:Tand Profe551onal. )

CTUESDAY

Gltthide meeting in West Wing of Municie-
“pal Auditorium, 8 P.M., under sponsorship
of San Antonio Central Committee of Alco-,
holies Anonymous._ Open to Publlc. .
Women'!s group meets’ at 6 30 P M. at 61h

E Avenve E,

WEDNESDAY

Colllns Gardens
THURSDAY S L
Olmos Park, Earl, Industr1a1 and Fulton
Center Groﬁps. :

bad

Highland Péi-k |

FRIDAY
Dcwntown and Club Twelve Groups. Family .-
Groups neet at same t1me and places- '

" SATURDAY

Industr1a1 Group, 61h Avenue E' 6§én to

publlc. S e

| ;o SUNDAY L e

Downtown, L:30 P.M. Industrlal 8 P. . e

"? FoR O TROHL K Rk R R
CORPUS CHRISTI

' | Downtown Group meets at Civic.Center

Tuesday; Open, Friday, Closed,

Pamily Group meets Priday. .- - L

Club 10 meets at-146 Tompking Street. -
Friday open.. : S

Family group neets Monday,

Alano Group meets -at 607 Kinney Streete -

Monday closed,. Frlday open,

% 3 4& as' * K% j * a% * 'a& A

Austin Group meets at 6@8 Yo, Seventh St:
Tuesday open;.- Thursday State Hosp1ta1

Friday Closed, «=~ :Sunday closed
Famlly Group meets Frlday.

# % :ies}t:se?‘ 0k ae;-=4§ R

days a-t 8 Po Mo
Mail P. O, Box 338
nght 353 - J.
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_about buylng and eelllng human life.

Let us take another example.
_ gamy was the accepted practice in- the human

'done it unto me,"

(Contlnued from Page 1)

best people ¢n. our great country owned
slaves and.felt no compunction of consclenCe
They: -
let their conscience be their guide, But
there came. a, time when thls practice was
slavery was morally wrong. 'Wheﬁ-happened°
Well, a group of people began to. let God
control their consciences, . They heard

The Syndicate of Hashlsh Smugglere,.
Traders and Smokers reoently wrote

:letters to Calro, Egypt‘s, newepapers
 protest1ng the: Egyptlan government'e
" ban ‘o the drug.

‘has been’ an underground operatlon for

The syndicate, whlch

over 30 years, declareds: V"Hashish is
less harmful than whiskey. Whiskey

| drives one ‘crazy, whlle hashlsh merely
makes one happy.“f

Christ say that "One is your Father and all
men. are brothers." That helped to LB
eduoate their oonsclences.-

_Once, poly="

family, A man would have. . a dozen wives and
felt no compunction of comsgience sbout it,
He let his conscience be his guide, and

that is where it led him, .

-'ﬂi?luxea?'

T3 Yearss

But there came g |

T:"iN'fJ\J'EMBER BIRTHDAYS

Clara B., Otho H.,'”
~'Bob H,, Homer' K '
Arthur G.

‘Norval M, o
Mack C., John D.,, _
Stanley De o
Tvan D, - R
Frank F., Harry F. -

ly Yearss
5,Yeare*

6 Years:
“7 Yeare-

time. when polygamy was abelished and COn=

demned as . a sin egainst the. creator and
agalnst womtanhood,. - What happened? A small
group. of people began to let the light of
the knowledge of God control their con=
sciences, - They learned from Him Lhat
"marriage was. 8. sacred vow to be entered
into by one man end one womanj- . that the

.twaln shall become one . flesh." .

Beloved, there are stlll many eV1l practlo- :

es rampant in our world today ‘because we
have let our consciences be our guides,
rather than letting God control our Con=
sciences,. If we let Him control, we cannot

| ‘and shoes.’
';ﬂfor dress.

Accordlng to the United Statee Depart—

ment of Commerce, Americans spent.
$9,150,000,000 on liquor, beer ard ‘wine
in 1951. Breaklng it down to statistics,

“that amounted to approximately $59.80

for every mam, woman and child in the
country. Beer was the heavy favorlty
with whlekey runnlng second and winie in
third place. Twenty Billion dolldrs
was spent in the same year for clothing
Thatts about twice as much
Must be a bunch of pantyh
welst drlnkers around the country! '

mlstake the way we . ehould go. =

There are hungry people in our world today
that will starve unless you and I. share

what we have with them,
consciences guide us, we will say, "Charity

If we let our pagan

Another group of AA was organized in
San Antonio on October 6, It is called
the Terrell Hills Group and started in
buginess with 1L membérs, MNeetings are
at 8 pum, Mondays at 335 Geneseo’ Road

begins. ‘at home, I have only enough for ijy-
self and my family." If we let God control
our congciences we will hear Christ say,
®Inasmuch &s ye have done it unto. one of
the least of these, my brethren, ye have

Toe' reminded us that the S.:A, Central
‘ Offlce of “AA passed its third: blrthday
" on Sept. 10,

"quletky, in meditation -
end not unmlndful of respon31b111ty.";

If God’ controls your
consciencé, you will feed the hungry where

you flnd them.

Let us brlng thls down to our door steps.
How can we know when it is safe to let con=

It is amazing hew‘much God can‘eccomy :
plish though an imperfect person who
has put all His 1mperfeotlons completely

“at God'e dleposal

*-jk- Christlan Advocate

sclience guide us? The answer 1s, Mhen God
is in. control."" : T

Nearly two thoueand years “have come and gone, -

Good men’ have 1ived and dled and ‘great

systems of philosophy and sthies have been wrought out, but the Werld has nevér gotten

beyond Jesus, .

His:1ife is still the high water mark ef morals and’ religlon.
been His 11ght that has shone in our lives and showed up the dark’ corners,”

It has
Let HlS

light shine in your life today, and He W111 make. your consclence e~safe guide., Let

God control your consclence. S

o - Rev. Eh Earl Waldrop



'Hospltal at press tlme.‘

,Whlter ie survived by his _>j:1{:mqigﬂ; N
'Payne,

and a son, Stanley_ , bt
ing Tulane University- dn- New Orleans.

Pallbearers were members, of, A, Walter
will be eorely mlssed y?many who enjoyed
his company.

we all'offer our, deepest

Dr. Joe M was oal

for military service, Joe hasn't heard
anything yet, but-ia- preparlng 40 -sell his-

‘home. and wind up his business in San Antonio -

50 that he'll be. entirely ready o have

. Uncle. remove hlm.from prlvate practlce.

*-H—**

dhﬁf} “Chlck"iDeH. aleo had a summone from
"Uncle to.take his phy51ca1. su_h_, :

o B R .
Dorothea C stlll in ‘aptlst Memor;el

;Safurday nlght meetlngs letely. Its
Board”of Governors declares, that 1t has ‘

| R TRE T STEPS £ TooK wm:cn IR

; u:bijncle San to take
- & physical examlnatlon to see if hets fit

SUGGESTED AS A PROGRAM OF RECOVERY. ..J;

d ‘e were po_nrless oVer
: "es’had become

-Mede a'dec151on to turn our Will and
_‘1*our lives over to the care of God as
7 we understood: Him. P
Ly Made 'avsearching and fearless moral
inventory ‘of ourgelvéss v
5. Admitted to God, to ourselves, and to
‘T-"another ‘human’ be “the' exact nature
© 7 of ‘our wrongs., :
16¢" Were: ‘entirely’ ready to~have God re=
7 miove w1l ‘these defects of oharacter.
7. Humbly asked Him o remove our
f'i'“shortoomlngs. oo "
8, Made a ‘list ‘of all persons ‘we had :
~ hérmed,’ and becarie w1111ng to make
- emends fo" ‘them all." RS
9. -Made direot amends’ 16 ‘suék people '
~ " wherever possible, exeept ‘when to do
8o would " ‘injure them or others., -
'lO;_Contlnued to take personal inventory
¢ and wheén we were’ wrong ‘adnitted it.
11. Sought through prayer and meditation
to improve our conscious contact

- ing’ only~ for- ‘knowlédge ‘of - Hig will -
o fol us and the powe:; ”*to carry that
- oub, e : S

124 Having had a splrltual experlence as
the result ‘of ‘thesé steps, we tried

. Yo carry this message to alcoholloe,

- ‘and*practice theee prlnclples 1n a11
'”w.ur affairsn SR

- with God -as-we understood Him, pray~

'} The teacher was explalnlng to her
_ow Totrs wife turned into a

| pillar ‘of salt when she looked back.

her, " interrupted Jimmy & -
ph tly,f"was out dr;vlng the

'Turnlng 6 thE patleﬁts; hé asked:

fgelsﬁ;patlent-

"What does that make you thlnk of9"
d . ’.

What actually happens(seidom.botﬁers
“olous--a8 much: as: what We thlnk mlght
;.happen. ; Y TR

A man who is too b1g for a emall :
_ JDb 13 too small fo 2 blg Jdb

ou “think of whisksy?s

: Iver think of anyway.

iy
~
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HOW WILL YOU KNOW ?

One night in a meeting a member asked this
question, "How will T be able to tell when
I have a spirituval experience, or when I
have had a spiritual awakening," It seems
to me we hear very very much about the
penalty of intoxication, but we never seem
to hear enough about the spiritusl reward
of sobriety. To me scbriety goes hand in
hand with faith, and faith is the fourth
dimension of progress, While it is unseen
it is a definite force that one day should
bind mankind together into a single unit
of thought and action, I belisve that no
man is born with faith —- faith is an
acquired virtue, Faith in the future is
based on the mistakes of the past; faith
is the substance of things for which we
hope = faith is the evidence of things
unseen,

In the beginning, when an individual joins
AA, he thinks he does so for his own bene.
fit == and 80 he does == in the beginning,
But as he continues to attend the meetings
he comes to realize that he is being separ-
ated from self, and from selfish purpose.
He begins to take an interest in the lives
and welfare of his fellow men, and in the
fellowship as & whole, He has learned to
be tolerant of the shortcomings, the ideas
and the peculiarities of his fellow man,
which means that he has become aware of
the reality and the availability of God.
Through the practice of selfwabnegation,
he has discovered the Kingdom of God withe
in himself. In short, he has had his
spiritual experience, and he has become

able to commune with God as he understands Him.

Through faith he knows that if we are judged |,
in our final day, and found wanting - ~ that
if we have left no good mark upon the Book of

Life, then we ghall pass on to the realms
of those urmourned and forgotten . . . .

F.G, =Stillwater AA Grp.

A A HIGHLIGHTS

Billts first day of ~combdmugus
gsebriety: December 11, 193,

Bill met Dr, Bob: Motherts Day, 1935,

Dr. Bobls first day of -comtidmseus
sobriety: June 10, 1935.

First AA hospitalized: City-Hospita
Akron, Ohio, 1935,

First AA Group: Akron, 1936.

First plans for AA movement begun:
Fall, 1937.

Twelve Steps written: 18
Brooklyn, N.Y,, 1938.

wOETiore-ot, ’

L

Book, Alcoholics Anonymous, published
Aprll 1239,

Rockefeller Dimners Union Club, New
York City, February 18, 1940.

First AA Clubhouse: New York City,
June 18, 1940 fFirst foreign AA Group:
Australla, 1942, First AA publication:
Central Bulletin, Cleveland, Sept,!h2.
First religious hospital open to Ad:
St. Thomas, Akron, 1942, First issue
of The AA Grapevine, June, 194k,

First hospital plan: Knickerbocker
Hospital, NYC, April, 1945, First
National Anniversary: 10th at Cleve-
land, June 10,1945, First Draft of

12 Traditions of AA: Published Grape-
vine, April, 1546, First Draft of
Short Form Traditions, November 1949,
Arne Smith died: June 1,1949, First
International Conference: July, 1950

| Dr, Bob died: November 16,1950 at
City Hospital, Akron.

The First
Memorial Issue of Grapevine dedicated
to Dr. Bob, Jan, 1951. First General
Serv,Conf, Apr, 151, NYC, THE LASKER
AWARD = Qctober 30, 1951,

- "Now sonny," she said,

High up in the Rockies there lived a small boy and his mother.

One day after he had

been punished severely, the lad ran to the edge of the precipice and shouted back at

his mother,
I hate you."

"I hate you, I hate you."

Across the ravine came the echo, "I hate you,

Thoroughly frmghtened the boy ran back to his mother and sobbed, "Who is that

bad man over there who shouted 1T hate you?!"

Taking the boy's hand, the mother led him back to the edge of the preclplce.

he was told.

“call out 'T love you, T love you!,"
Glearly and sweetly the echo came back, tepeating the words, .

The little boy did as

"My child," the mother said, taking him into her arms,-“that is the law of life

" - What vou give. vou get.t
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