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IT'S A GIFT!.

A question is bandied back and
forth in our society year after
vear., Lf sobriety is a gift that we

- did not deserve and. can never earn

then why must we work so hard to
get it and keep it? - And that ques-
tion always creates doubt in the '
minds . of a few, particularly the

new - comer, still having a rough g

time.

It seems to me that we all forget

a simple fact. A successful gift
must have two indispensable ingre~
diants aside from the gift itself.
There must be a gracious, willing
giver and & grateful, willing taker.

We need not take up.the charac-

ter of the gift. Sobriety we need.

We are eager for it. The desire

for it is the one and caly re-
guisite Tor membership in our fellow-
ship. DBeyond that, it is not theo-
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retically, but literally a life and
death matter fér all of us.

We need not discuss our Giver, noT

His Grace, nor His Willingness. Nev-

er did He turn His back on us. We
turned from Him and deliberately des-—
ecrabed and nearly destroyed our pre-
cious gift of life in the first place.
But for His GPace we would not have
been here in the first place, would

‘not be here now and most assuredly

would not be scber now,

No, we need not guestion the gift or
the Giver of sobriety. Our attention
ahgitld narrow down and be intensely con-
centrated on the taker. You and I need
examination. Are we grateful willing
takers? If we are then we are working
the program to the absolute limit of
limit of our ability. Else we are not
facing our Giver. Obviously we cannct
turn cur backs again. We must face
Him and say, "You made me; I face You:
T am grateful; show me the way and the
truth."

If your gratitude is in any sense com-
parable to the precious bledsing of
sobriety, then only through your deeds,
only through your lifes example as a
whole, can you show your gratitude.
Words without deeds are empty lip ser-
vice. And so we live this wey cof life,
facing Ged as we understand Him, sur-
rendering to Him, seeking His Will

and doing it, maintaining a constant
check on the truth about ourselves
through constant fearless self - in-

 ventory, admitting our mistakes prompt-

ly as we go along, seeking cleser con-
scious contact with Him through medita-
tion and prayer, and finally in His
Name trying to help the other fellow.

{ Continued on Page Twc )



"be sent to institutions committees.
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IT'S A GIFT! (Cont'd from Page one)

This is living gratitude for the‘priceless gift of sobriety. That is what
makes us a greatful willing taker of a gift we did not deserve and can never:
earn. - ' ‘ - Fred M. - S ‘

THE WORKE T OF GOD ARE A (OSMIC SHOUT, A DANCE OF PLANRLS, AND A THEATRE FOR GLORY

P,-I. C. REPORT

To show the increase in institutibns committees this P.I.C. Repcrt will begin
with the most recent Institutions Report from the General Service Office.

300 New Hospital Gfioups; 100 New Prison Groups

Staff Report: This'desk provides services to institutions groups and committees,
and acts as laison smong them. As of January l,we had 1,351 hospital and reha~

bilation center groups and 1,133 prison groups ~ increases of about 300 and

100 over January 1,1975. Over 130 institutions committees serve hospitals and
prisens. : .

To help carry the message to these confined, G.3.0. offers correspondence with
the institubions staff member and, through the institutions Correspondence
Service, witi: about 100 other Al's. We list new groups, and send each the
Group Handbook and complimentary literature. We provide prison and hospital
groups with updated directories, copies of BOX L=5~9 bimenthly, and the

- Inshitutions Bulletin three times yearly.

Trustees! Committee: The chairman asked wardens and superintendents of cor-
rectional institutions in the New England and North Atlantic states about Ab
programs, those attending meetings, oubside sponsorship, and other points. Re~
sults will be reported later.

‘The chairman suggested that AA membership figures in the 1975 correctiocnal di-
rechtory are incomplete because some ingtitutions fail to report. He and the
staff member on the directory assigmnment will seek accurate figures.

To interest more AA members in institutions work, it was suggested that: (1)
news items about institutions be pericdically printed in BOX 4 - 5 - 95 (2)
delegates help carry to groups the message that we need more instituticns work-
ers; (3) institutions committee members meet regionally, as well as locally,
to exchange ideas; {4) a one - Page flyer with helpful institutions sharing

‘ ST , : L
Fred Douglas of KIRN - TV ( Channel § ) put together a 60 mindite show on al--
coholism entitled "A Minor Drinking Problem." This deocumentary dealt with the
shift from drug use to heavy drinking amonig youths from 10 to 18 years old.

The progran was aired on July 2nd and 5th. Three menbers cf local AA groups

participated in making the program: DuWayne F., Joe T. and Ben A.

Ignacis H. appeared on the program "En San Antonio which devoted a 15 minute -
segment to alcoholism on June 22nd, KWEX - TV (Channel L1).



TE WIGET OB TRUGUST 1976 T PAGE THREE

A bilingual program featuring Roland R. and Dave H. was'aired by Maria Elena

on Channel &4, TV, June 22nd.

3On june 23rd, Marilyn H. spoke to several Health 'classes at McArthur High

Schocl. Roland R. talked to a.SocialProblems class at San Antonlo Junior

.College for Susan Baker on July 1lst, Mary Lou C. and Dean E. also spoke to
~g Law Enforcemept class abt SAC on June 23rd.

Beth Lucas requestéd 2 speakers for Robert E. Lee High School, July éth.,
Alice C. and Vangle H. showed a film on alcoholism and responded to guestions.

Gene A. and Gary M. responded to a call for 2 speakers for a Health class for
Alamo Heights High School. ‘ ' :

Harlandale High School requested 2 épeakers, July 7th, to spesk to a Health
class. Films were shown before Alice C. and Riek ¢. took over the program.

4 one day notlce for a spedker in the SACﬁStudent Union Building was filled
by Ben A. on July 2nd..

I want to take this opportunity to express my thanks tc all of you for a job
well done. Without you the work of the P.1.C. would not be possible. My
heart goes out to all of you - and my family - for the help'

Effective in August the Public Information "Community Meeting" will no longer
be held. The Public Information Chairman hopes that theywill be reinstituted
later, but a decline in attendance makes them difficult to carry on at this time.

AREA COMMITTEE

The S. W. Texas Area Conference Committee met with the District 1. Committee
Members July llth with the Area Chairman, Raul M. presiding. Also present were
the Area. Delegate, Gene D., the Alternate Arez Chairman, Margaret H. - { re~
placing Beth J. who resigned upon assuming the duties of the Secretary of

the central Service Office), Merle D., Area Secretary, Comnittee Members
Fost U., Sector A. and Forrest "Alex" A., Sector B.

Plans were agreed upon for the Area Delegate to give a gecond and more de-
tailed report on the Conference during the month of August. The report will
be given in a central locaticn in District 1. S

Consideration for a yearly District 1. workshop in January for the G.5.H.'s
and Committee Members was to be presented to those-ccmbined cornittees.

Frost U. agreed to take the charimanship of the District 1. Committee Members
for the coming six months. All Committee Members were urged to enicourdge more
and continuing support for the €.3.0. o ' :

~ Margaret H. =

TO THOSE WHO KEEP PACE WITH THE SUN, THE DAY IS PERPETUAL MORNING.
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26th ANNIVERSARY IN KEBRVILIE

You are invited to help Kerrville ob-
serve the 26th Anniversary of the in-
troduction of AA to the Hill Coun-
try. We'll celebrate at 6:30 p.m.
August 7th with a dinner at the Die-
tert Claim, 617 Jefferson, Martin W,
of Austin is to be the speaker.
ets are $3.00 per person. .Reserva-
tions must be made byAugust 6th.

To get to the Dietert Claim from I-10,
take the Hiway 16 exit into town, -
drive to the third traffic light, turn
right and pull inte the parking lot on
your left. YA'LL COME! -Hal F. -

S TPick=-

5th LONF, STAR ROUND - UP IN DALLAS

The 5th Lone Star. Round-Up will be
held at the Northpark Inn, 9300 N.
Central in Dailas, August 13th -15th.

The Chairman of this popular Sum-—
mer Conference feels this will be
the biggest and most outstanding
Round ~ Up yet held. A great way
to beat the swmmer "“Drearies" !

Registration is $5.00 and may be

gsent to: LONE STAR ROUND- UP
P.0. Box 1395
Richardson, Texas 75080

% 3% % DELECATE'S REPCRT * * %

Gens D., our Southwest Area Del-
egate will discuss many of the ques--
tions that came before the Gener—
al Service Conference - their solu-
tions -resolutions- - and how they
may eflfect local groups and members.

Gene will be the guest of the "Step-
ping Stones" meeting on August 18th
t §:15p.m. in the Corrall Room at
the 1st Presbyterian Church, 408 Lth

3treet.

This 2nd meeting has been arranged

to give all who may not have had the
opportunity to hear Gene at an earlier
meeting. FEveryone iz urged to attend!

W GRAJES:

‘There are 2 new groups in District 12
- -_Bandera and the Kerrville Men's

Group. Helen L. is G.S.R. of the Ban-
dera Group which meets every Mon--
day night at 8 p.m. At press time
they did not have, as yet, a reg-—
wlar meeting place. However, Ann 3.,
District 12 Committee Chairwoman will
know the meeting place each week.

Her phone number is 512 - 896 - 5772.

Bill A. is the secretary of the Kerr-
Ville Men's Group which meets esach
Friday night at 8:30 p.m. at 720 Tivy
Street in Kerrville. The Gaoup will -
elect a G.5.R., and Alternate in

',the near future.

T
The Sunday Morning Open Breakfast
Meeting of the Echo Valley Group
meets every Sunday morning from 9 -
11 a. m. at the Echo Valley Mobtor
Hotel, Hwy 981 South Edinburg,

Texas.

A4 $1.00 Special, cr a "fabulous".
$3.00 "All The Trimmings" break-
fast is featured, along with a dif-
ferent "Name" - Ccnvention quality -
speaker each week

' They suggest you brlng the famlly,
a friend - all your friends - and spend
. the night for a bmief "break - a -

way ”

"Echo Valley cffers good food for
the body as well as the heart and’
sopl. "What more? I ask Ya', what
more ...?

Port Mangfield Group: Port Mans-
field Station ( Between Port Mang--
field and San Perlita ); Port Mans-
field, Texas 78580. Tim H, has been
elected G.3.R. and can be reached at
the same address for mere information.
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The Raymondville Group: Meels at our
Tady of Cuadalupe Church ( Annex ),
693 North 3rd, Raymondville, Texas,
78580, Willie G. is the G.3.R., ‘
and may be reached at 1004 N. 2nd,
Raymondvilie, Texas.

While you're summer traveling,kis

a great time to drop in and check out
these new groups - enjoy a "cuppa "
and a chat, you're always at home!

REGULAT, MONTHIY EVENTS

The District 12 Round Robin will be
held in St. Helena's Episcopal

Church in Boerne, Sunday, August 29th
at 5:00 p.m., following the G.5.R.
mesting. Mae M. will be the featured
gpeaker.

The Central Servigce Office Board will
meet Tuesday, August 3rd at the Cen-
tral Service Office, 109 Lexington

Avenue, Suite 215, at T7:00 p.m.
% %5

¢.5.0.C. - The Central Service Of-
fice Commitiee will meet at Club 12,
102 Thames Drive, 7:00 p.m., G.S5.R.'s
and their Alternates are reminded
that their Groups are unrepresented

if they do not attend on August 8th.
* 3 3

The STARR {(Intergroup ) meeting will
also be held at Club 12 on the 8th,
directly following the C.S5.0.C.meet—
ing at 8:15 p.m.. The Uvalde Group will
bring a bevy of speakers - so plan

to be there!

* % %

The Goliad Groun, 1004 Avondale will
hold their monthij baFbeque August 15th
at 6:00 p.m., followed by an Open
Speaker's Meeting at 7:30 p.m. All
other Sunday evening meetings are held

at the regular time of 8.15 p.m.
H* 33

Glub 12: Party Night will be held
Saturday, August 28th, Dinner will
be served at 7:00 p.m. $2.00 for
adults and $1.25 for children.

The 24 Hour Service Group 1203
Frederlck burg Road, will hold their
monthly dinner, Sunday the 29th
of August at 1 p.m, - Adults: $'2 00

and children $1lo5

T APPLAUSE! APPLAUSE!

Welcome to the NIGHT CAP Staff: Carolyn
B. who limbered up her twinkling
pinkies to cut her lst stencil for us
last month. What a beautiful job she
did; and WHAT A RELIEF to the editor
not to have to do it herself or "job!
it out!

Continueing thanks to Imogene U.,
and the Mail Crew" who are al-
ways at the ready to get the NIGHT
CAP. put together and mailed to you
each month, If you havn't helped
them with this, I'11 bebyou didn't

know that it's QUITE a job! (THANKS?!-C.B;

LIGHT UP THE WORID WITH JOY AND LOVE

" BUCK -A - MONTH "

~Your " Buck - A - Month " contribu-

tion does much more than cover the
cost of printing and mailing the NIGHT
CAP., Iit's a major ald in support-
ing the Central Service Office -
keeping the doors open, literature
available, and a hand near the tele-
phone when someone calls Alcchol-

ics Anonymous for help. Support

" Buck ~ A - Month " with your buck!

BUCK -~ A - MONTH CONTRIBUTION FORM
Central Service Office - 109 Lexington

Ave., Suite 215, San Antonio, Texas 78205

Please enter my contribution to the
"Buck ~ A - Month" for ___ months.
Donation is enclosed on the basis of
$1.00 per month.

Name:

Streal:

City: State: Z1P




GROUP JULY
Alamo Heights $ 15,00
Audubon 10,00
Bethany(Killeen) - e
Boerne =0
Brees 25,00
Bridge{New Brnfels) 10,00
Broadway _ 18,00
Court House(Brnsvle) =0~
Downtouwn ~0~
Feel Free(Lockhart) ~O-
Floresville Y
F+,5am Houston 50,00
Frontier 20,00
Goliad 15.00
Group 12 ~0em
Guidance ‘ 10,00 -
Grupo Isperanza -
Happy Hour | Qe
Harmony . w0
Highlands 20,00
Hill Country =~
Hope O
Kerrville =0-
Women's Serenity —0~
(Kerrvills)

Killeen ~0- -
Laurel Heights 10,00
Lytle -0~
Tuling 10,00
Marymont ~(—
Grupo Montana(Seguin)~0=
New Braunfels -0~
NAS Hosp, ~O

(Corpus Christi)

FINANCTAL CORNER
CENTRAL SERVICE OFFICE

TO _DATE

105,00
70,00
3,00
15,00
- 85,00

70,00

70,00

- 11,00
25,00
(e

-y .
250,00
140,00
75.00
250,00
- 50,00
- 3.00
-0=

N g
140,00
20,00
10,00
50,00
36,00

3.00

70.00
10,00
30,00
40.00
16,00

wQOue
15.00

ROUP

Northeast
Northwest
Northwood
Pilgrim
Portland
Reality
Reliance

San Pedro

San Marcos

SASH

Santa Fe
St,Agnes

Seguin
Serenity
Sharing

STARR -
Stepping Stones
Sunset ‘ .
The Haven
Trinity
Traditions
Twenty Four Hour
Grupo Unidad
Universal City

Unity Group
(Monterrey,Mex. )
Valley Hi

VA Hospital
Villa Rosa

- Wesley

Winderest
Woodlawn Helghts

JULY
$ =0
25,00
45,00
(s
O~
10,00
~Om
10,00
=

5.00

~O—
Qe
5.00
10,00
0em
35,76
~O
Qe
O
10,00
~O-
10,00
15,00

15,00

T0 _DATE

60,00
175.00
135,00

9,00
-0~

70,00

20,00

60,00

10,00

10.00

5.00
5.00
35.00
70,00
e
175.27 -
120,00
75,00
25,00
20.00
(i
90,00
30,00
15,00

40,00

105,00
65,00
175,00
10,00
105,00
30,00



