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A HISTORY OF BAN ANTONIO AA SINGE 1941

In 1941, a-San Antonio. Eplscopal Priest read the now famous Jack Alexander Article¥
and ‘thus was planted the seed for the foundlng of Alcohollcs Anonymous in the Alamo

Glty, 35 years Aago.
‘The Rev.. Bverett H. Jones

Four honorary alcohollc”, as He affeotlonately came to

be called by San Antonioc's early AA members, was Rector of St. Mark's Episcopal
church in 1941, when he worked. with a small’ group of ex—problem drlnkers to bring AA

to San Antonlo for the . first time ever.

_ Althéugh the initial attempt to establish a group here was not successful, their
efforts led to the founding of Alcohollcs Anbnymous in San Antonio four years later,

on Apr..12, 1945,

During those. ploneerlng days, the disease Alcohollsm had not yet® been given its

name by the Amerloan Medical Association.,

Anyone who drank to excess, theh, was con-

sidered to be an outcast of soeleby, with about the same social status as a Leper
exiled to a First Century cave in the wilderness.
. Jones must have puzzled over namlng it; too,; having worked with two problem drlnk-

‘ers Tor some time, both members of his congregation.

ander plece that Houston had an,AA Group.
ARTEY CROVE PARTY HOUSE IS SCENE OF 35TH

- BA AA ANNIVERSARI‘CELEBRATTDNnAPRIL 1z

On the evening of April 12, an overflow
crowd of grateful alcohollcs is ‘expected
to gather at the Arden Grove Party House,
102 9th Street, to commemorate the 35th
Anniversary of AA ity San Antonic.

Guest speaker for this gala annual soc-
ial will be .Jim W. Charles K, will chaix
the ‘meeting that will be in keeplng with
the event. Both partlolpants are well— .
known in San Antonlo AA,

Pre-dining fellowshlp w1ll begln at
6130 p.m. followed by a steak dimmer ‘at 7,
the meeting at 8 and after-meeting fellow-
¢hip at 9 p.m. Tickets‘are $8.

. The Central Service Office Will receive
after-expenses—prooeeds from a raffle dur-

ing which valuable prizes will be awarded.

. The ‘accompanying history briefly out-
lines-the story of AA in San Antonlo, its

start and its growth here, since its pre~'

mature beginning in 1941,

Bt he leaxrned from the Alex-

Here was help only a relatlvely short motoxr

trip away.

It was Baster time 1941, and Jonel' was
scheduled for a week of Lenten preaching in
the Bayou City. He determined.to’ get more
information about the Society of Alcoholics
Anonymous, that was claiming a fifty percent
recovery rate among its members initially,

. and snother twenty' five percent after a

couple of slips.,
He located the Houston AA telephone num-

her and called for a representdtive to meet

him at ‘the Rice Hotel upon his arrival in
Houston. -

Jones was qulte 1mpreSsed with his visi-

tor's frankness, as he had 1ntroduced him-

self as, "I'm George, an ex—drunk" ‘So the
Reverend invited him to come to San Antonio
to meet with the group at St. Mark's church.
Back in San Antonio, while the good
priest was dlgglng away at a backlog of de-

“tails that had piled up in his absence, George,

unbeknownst to the mlnister, was being wined
and dirned by some of his former San Antonio
newspaper cronies.’ (See HISTORY Page 2)

¥



The Nightecap
HAPPIFESS »UST CATCH YOU

T+s been said that everything has al-
ready ¥sen put-into words at one time or
another in one way or another., So the
best we can hope for is to arrange the
same words in a different way.

An elderly woman expressed her truist
philosophy, distilled from 75 years of
life's experiences, in her own unique way
in a recent letter to Ann lLanders.

“Dear Ann Landers: * * *

So many people think they would be
happy if only life's circumstances were
changed; if they had a different Jjob, if
they had married someone else or if they
had never married.

They are convinced total contentment
would be theirs if only they had a better
education, if they lived elsewhere, ox
could make more money. They are wrong.

T like the story of the unhappy king
who was told that he would find happiness
by wearing the shirt of the poorest man
in the kingdom.

Hhen he discovered the poorest man in
the kingdom, he was surprised to find the
man was cheerful and had no shirt at all.
1.B.0, of Kewark".

"Dear Newark: I have observed through
the years that happiness comes to people
who are too busy to seek it. Happiness
cannot be captured and kept under a glass
bell,

It is a state of mind that must come as beglnning.

the result of other things., Happiness
must cateh YOU. You cannot catch IT".

So on fo lighter things -~ At a Cali-
fornia disco:

DigeS‘b-

April 1980

“If you aren't aching some-
where you're not doing it right". Reader's teristic energy.

PR &

THE DICGHTCAP is published monthly by the
ymous in the interest of greater unity of

Address all communications to the lNight~
| cap, Lexington Building, 109 Lexington
Avenue, Suite 215, San Antonlo, Texas,
78205

The deadline for articles to be published

in the Nightcap is twentieth day of the

| month preceding publication, #Hall to the
Central Service Office, above address.

% Apr. 6.
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Before you could say “King For a Day®
George was bundled aboard a bus headed
back to Houston, taking with him any hopes
for a meeting.

But the San Antonio group, although
disappointed, were more determined than
ever. They sent one of Father Jones'
rpigeons” to Houston for a week of orien-
tation,

He attended meetings and came back with
the meagre amount of AA literature avail-
able at that time, including a Tig Book.
9an Antonio AA had something concrete to
go on at last,

The embryonic group held weekly meet-
ings in the Assistant ector's study at
94, Mark's and waited for the telephone
calls they expected to receive in Teply
to an advertisement they had inserted in
one of the San Antonio papers. The ad
vead, "if you want to drinlk, that's your
business - if you want to quit that's our
business®.

The notice drew a few sufferers and
the group struggled along until the bomb-
ing of Pearl Harbor Dec. 7. Then faced
with the acute problems of a nation at
war the group disbanded when its members
scattered, A emall but hopeful beginning
had ended.

But the germ of Alcoholics Anonymous
had been nurtured with this abortive
Four years later, Apr. 12,
1045, a croup of ex-tipplers again called
upon Reverend Jones, who wWas now Bishop
of the Ipiscopal Diocese of West Texas
headquartered in San Antonio.

The Lishop responded with his charac-
This time the effort
was successful.

T+ had become obvious that AA experi-
ence was needed. So one of the first

Central Service Office of Alcoholics Anony moves the group made was to contact Ester

E. formerly a strong, active member of

menmbers in local and Southwest Area Groupg.the Houston group, and now living in

Dallas, Taking the "Iam Responsible”
slogan to heart, Bster agreed to help get
San Antonio AA out of limbo.

(See HISTORY Page 3)

FROUTIER GROUP TO SPONSOR BASTER IELTI

A sunrise Easter meeting will be spon-
sored by the Frontier Group at the ARC
on Southton Road, at 8 a,m. Daster Sunday
Hank N. and Fred H., Will talk.
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Trom the Bditorial Side

The Alcoholics Anonymous way of 1life is achieved on a permanent basis cnly
through a workable, common sense regimen of faith and action,

Faith - believing and following the Twelve Steps, and action - taling positive
steps to make ourselves winners. _

A parallel to the AA way may be found in any worthwhile human undertaking. Both
the roots of AA and of other success formulas are planted in universal truths--tried
and proved practices and beliefs that produce positive results, often in the face
of impossible odds,

These truths never change nor get out of date. They are the bedrock of any credi-
table lifestyle.

Take the case of coach Herb Brooks and his U, S. Hockey team that recently won
the gold nedal in the XIII dinter Olympic Games. Very few of the experts gave them
even an outside chance to whip the Russians, much less to win the whole prize., Yel
win they did because Brooks and his players were men of faith and action.

Like us alcoholics Brooks paid his dues in adversity only to achleve success.
Twenty years ago as a player he was cut from the 1960 Olympic Gold iledal hockey
squad, but came back as a coach in 1980 to win perhaps his greatest victory ever,

21ibbed for his constant use of "clichés", Brooks, before the pivotal Soviet game
came up with a poignant, five-sentence message for his team:

“You are born to be a player. You are meant to be here. This moment is yours.
You're meant to be here at this time. Let's have the poise and possession of the
puck”, ‘

"Let's have the polse and possession of the puck”. IProoks was saying, of course,
that “"if you expect to win don't fold under pressure and if you have the puck for
more minutes than the Tussians they won't outscore you"., Pure realism born of hard
training, faith and action. o

Knowing his players, the coach used the other four sentences to tell them what
they already believed they were and what they proved themselves to be-~the world's
best,

Clichés? ‘hen Brooks delivered those five sentences in the dressing room before
taking the ice to meet the Soviets, he was convinced that what he said to his play~
ers was true, His players were convinced as well.

Tough, competent All-America goal tender, Jim Craig, said it when queried about
his team's coming Trom behind in four of the six contests they played on the way to
their Olympic triumphs -

"Je were able to do it because Coach Brooks worked us so hard“”, Through faith and
action they won at Lake Placid, Their victory was the way it was meant to be in the
time and place because they made it so.

de've often heard it said: ™I don't know how the program works but. it works".

Here's one proven way it works: by getting down to ‘these basics - having faith
in a Higher Power, by attending meetings regularly, by working the Twelve Steps one
day at a time, and by giving it away to keep it through Twelve Step worlk,

Here is a verified suceess formula that parallels the faith and action receipe
with which Brooks produted his Gold liedal winners.

For AA's winners the perceptable, touchable "fringe” benefits of the AA progran
only come after dedicated faith and action have had their reward in contented, ser-

ene sobriety--our most precious, indispensable asset. Floyd Y. -
(HMISTORY Cont'd) A strong bond developed between Dishop
In its early going, the San Antonio Jones, (now retired) and his “beloved

Group leaned heavily on her knowledge and - children". He often has been heard to
knowhow. And until her death, The “"hother say, "“Alcoholics are Jjust like everyone
of San Antonio AA" regularly attended the else - only they're so much more so' R
annual Anmiversary celebration here- Tn the latter paxrt of 1945, the fledg-
- S (See HISTORY Page 5)
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SANTA T GROUP AMLIVERSARY IS APRIL 29

It's anniversary time once again for

April 1980
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AECULAR GROUP [ EETINGS (That need support).
Villa Rosa AA Group, - Open Speaker's and

the Santa fe Bi-lingual group, 1108 Bruns- discussinn meetings, Tues, 8:15 p.m.

wick. The group: will celebrate its
eleventh birthday with dinner and music
and of course an AA meeting, at ? Polla
Tues., Apr. 29,

Chairman for the occasion will be Judy
S.F. The speaker will be announced.

TARYLL.ONT GROUP CELEBRATEIS S5TH BIRTHDAY

4lso celebrating another birthday, its
fifth, is the lmarymont Group on its regu-
laxr meeting night, Apr. 29, at 8:15 p.m,
at the annex building in. the rear of the
Episcopal church, 8900 Starcrest.

IORGYIEY IS HOST TO EAST TEXAS BOUNDUP

Friendly Longview, Texas is host to the

Groups responsible for meetlngs for the
month of April are:

Young People's Group, Speaker April 1

Auvdobon Group, discussion, April 8

desley Group, speaker's April 15
Group 12, discussion April 22
Highlands Group, speaker's April 29

Sally AA Group. - Open speaker's meeting
fed. 8:15 p.m. 1324 3, Flores. Groups
responsible for meetings for April are:

Goliad Group April 2
Goliad Group April 9
i-arymont Group April 16
Hortheast Group April 23
Forthwest Group April 30

11th Annual East Texas Hound.up at the Holi~ The Haven AL Group‘ -~ Three meetings weelk~

day Inn, Longview, fri. Sat., and Sun.,
Apr. 11, 12 and 13,

4ith the promise of 'Tast Texas rellow-
ship and Hospitality', Bast Texas AA in-
vites all AA's and Alanons to the Thursday
Apr, 10, 10 p.m., Barly Bird ileeting that
promises to get the Roundup underway with
an exciting start. Speaker and chairman
will be in the hospitality room to greet
early comers,

hake reservations directly to Holiday
Inn, I-20 and Lstes Parkway, Longview,
Texas, 75602 and register or write to, East

Texas Roundup, P.0. Box 2082, Longview,
Texas, 75606,

THE: BDITORIAL VIR

This 1ittle dipperful sounds like its
fresh from the 0ld Tgpkunm Bucket, Still,

we ¢t a chuekle out of it and hope you
wilt Lno.

TICKLERS FROL.

Tectets (B) inflation and then there's
Infi lilon=--

i: seems that a newcomer with about a
mon'.:’'8 sobriety and no sponsor took to

the  zaker's stand without undue urging,
and “alked for forty minutes.

Jdnen he finished he leaned over the
lectern and confidently asked,

"how, are there any questions?™
" Anon , '

Mever be haughty to the humblp and never
be humble to the haughty.

Aeader's Digest.

ly. Open discussion 8:15 p.m. Tues, Open
speaker's 8:15 p.m, Saturday and Open
speaker's 5 p.m. Sunday. 1640 Y. ‘Joodlawn,

Young People's Group. -~ Open discussion
neeting, Wed, 235 7, idstletoe, 8-9:30 pm.
Sun, Open participation 8-9:30 p.m. at
Downtown Group, 110 i.eCullough basement
entrance.(Please note Wed, meeting change)

PIC ACTIVITIES FROii FER, 15 - BAR. 15

Feb. 18 - St, Gerards HS, PTG, Jo Ann 5.

Feb, 19 - Marymont Girl's Sch, Bill 5.

ieb, 20 -~ Adult Probatlon Dept. John H.

Feb, 22 - John Peace iiiddle Sch. Tommie D,

Feb. 26 - headow Valley Rlem. Sch. Ldye O.

mar. 6 - Adult Probation Dept. John H.

liar. 10 - Pryor Ysuth Home George B,

Har, 11 - Ursuline Academy, PIC, Bill 3.

Lar. 12 - Lee H3, biary J. {c D. Jo Ann S5,
Education for Handicapped.

lar. 13 - San Antonio Coll, Class Tchrs.
Handicapped, Caxrl C.

har., 15 ~ Convention (enter, FHA Group,

Joe G.

I MRLORIVL
Elizabeth. mother of Beth J. Liarch 24
To the family and friends we extend sin-
cere sympathy and our prayers that bereav-
ement may be tempered by reflective though
upon the happiness shared.

iThat others think about you is never as

important as what you think about them
Stools and Bottles.
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SASH AA GROUP HOIORS BX~PATIEWTS Wi LORERR TALKATHON OFf AT GROUP 18

The San Antonio State Hospital AA Grbﬁp Hew-member Group 12 Talkathons are being
will honor its ex-patients at its second held at Club 12 the first and third Satur-
antual homecoming Apr. 13 at 2:30 p.m. in days monthly at 8115 pi.

the SASH auditorium, - The only requirement for participation
A reception is to follow a talk by is a desire to start talking. :
Charlie A, of Corpus Christi. - The purpose of these +alkathons is to

of .
GSR'S AMD S0C 1 LRERRS 10 LEET APRIL 13 ;gg;giﬂgngegnﬁApgdgt;ﬁ the use of the

General Service Representatives and Cen-_ N ey ' T
tral Sexvice Office Committee members will CENTRAL SERVICE OFFICE STATS 2-15 = 3735

meet at 7 p.m. Sun. Apr. 13 at Club 12, 42 1fzgg
The Administrative Board will not megt; inigzgation 190
(HISTORY Cont'd) . Students 9
ling group left the Rector's study and Public Information 26
moved to its fivst independent home on the . ;
lower floor of an old building that had Today the Nightcap reaches nore than
once been a grocery store at Fourth and 200 groups in the Southwest Texas area
Taylor streets. 3an Antonio AA stood on ?ndtis ma%led to that many more Buck-A-
its oun uncertain feet at last. honth MeMbeTrs.

. . X il from the original
Tn 1947 the group moved again this time Kot many remain
downtown to a second floor l;cation aoross GFOup that sat in the Assistant Rector's

from the B4 : 3 : . Study and the ramshackle grocery store
eig: szieiifSt National Zenk on iiest Gomm building, where they dipped thelr coffes

1] 3 14 from a bucket heated on a single burner ho
haslgf ziogiiéTeihzmggﬁieiigesgzzeiﬁg;oﬁ; hot plate, that-served as a stove, while
divided into two - forming the Sahara Club,they shared their experience, st?ength
vwhich moved to Navarro street, and Group and hope with each other, and tried to
12 which moved out off of Josephine. The sober up drunks, in an effort to stay so-
Highlands Group formed in 1951. B5A AA was ber,

. . Surely these meetings were First Cen-
e zgitﬁﬁﬁg&“ﬁVzgdtizspﬁgﬁagﬁa;i§r§f°Wth tury faith carried on in a hunble twentiet
The 1980 meeting directory lists fifty CEBtury setting.
two groups in San Antonio, Outside the And ?he people who carry the message
city meetings are held in almost any di- today, in the traditional way, are just

. . . . ; ' dicated and just as enthusiastic as
rection you can point: in Kerrville, ired- as de . o , o
ericksburg, Floresville, Lockhart, Pearsall,®*® Blshop Jones, Ester L. and the others
Hondo, Pleasanton, to name a few. 3 Alcoholics Anonymous in San Antonio
The Central Service Office opened, with will be grateful and humble for the oppor-
a full-time secretary in 1949 in the Travistunlties it has had to be responsible 1o
Fuilding downtown. In 1971 1t moved to itsSick alcoholics through thirty five years
present location at 109 Lexington Avenue, of service, when its members join hands
Alcoholics Anonymous Auxilliary, fore- at the 1980 Anniversary Celebration
runner of the Alanon Family Groups, became iprilul2, at the Arden Grove Party House,
an active and dedicated influence in the - (Available at (50 in pamphlet forn).

San Antonio AA community in the 1950's. GROUP BARBECUES AND DIINERS

The first edition of The Liightecap was Group 12, - last Saturday, 7 p.@.
published and distributed in San Antonlo  dinner, games. ©Second Saturday, covered
in 1950 and continued until 1954 when for dish supper, 7 p.m.

anonymous reasons it was discontinued. It Goliad Group. - Third Sunday barbecue,
was revived in 1972 and has continued un- 6 p.m, Also a movie, .

interrupted in its aim--the promotion of Twenty Four Hour Service Group. - Last
unity of members in local and Southwest Sunday, dinner; 1 p.m.

Texas area Groups,




CEMTRAL SERVICE OFFICE - SAN ANTONIO
RECEIVED MARCH 17, 1980

EROUP . MAR. TO DATE CGROUP MAR. TO DATE
Alamo Meights 15.00 45.00 Park Morth (W) 0 45.00
Audubon ‘ 0 - 0 Park North (F) 0 20.00
Broadway 15.00 105.00  Randolph Fellowship 0 -10.00
Callaghan 25,00 75.00 Reality 5.00 5.00
Colonies North 0 125.00 Reliance 0 o
Downtown 0 0 Sahara ] 0
Eisenhauer Step 0 5.00 SASH 0 5.00
First Step 0 30.00 Santq Fe 0 0
Ft. Sam Houston 0 75.00  Serenity 0 30.00
Frontier 0 v 2000 ... Southwest. L ooP s« 0 50.00
Goliad i5.00 15:00 Spiritual Life 0 0
Group 12 125.00 425.00 Stepping Stones 0 80.00
Grupo Del Sol 0 0 Sunrise 0 0
Grupo Unidad 0 10.00  Sunset ' : 15.00 60.00
Highlands 20.00 80.00 Tejas 65.00 - 65.00
Hope 0 0 The Haven 0 40.00
Kingsboro 0 0 Triangle 0 0
Lambda 5.00 15.00 24 Hour 0 0
Laurel Heights 15.00 50.00 Universal City 60,00 60.00
Harymont 25.00 25.00 VA Hospital 0 0
Northeast 15.00 ©+  45.00 Valley Hi 40.00 60.00
N. San Pedro 20.00 80.00 VYilla Rosa 25.00 75.00
Northwest 0 40.00 Hesley 0 6.00
Novrthwood 100.00 100.00 Miiferd Hall 0 0
Open Door 0 1t} Windcrest 15.00 45.00
Young Peopie 15.00 15.00
25 Groups «....v.... $701.00
Buck-A-Month ....... $ 72.00
. AREA

Brazos Yalley 15.00 15.00 Lytle 0 0
Bridge (N.B.) . 0 0 New Braunfels 0 0
Cameron Group 3.00 8.00 Pearsall 0 0
Canyon Lake 10.00 10.00 Pleasanton 0 0
Floresvilie 0 15.00 Sequin 0 0
Hi1l Tountry Grp. 0 0 Momen S Seren1ty

Fredericksburg 0 g CRER VT TR) ) 0 0
Kerrville 0 0  Rockdale Group 8.00 8.00
- Kerrville-Big Book 25.00 25.00

MEMORIALS INDIVIDUAL CONTRIBUTIONS

Roger B Jdoan W. for .Cecil ilc Clister Orville Ii.

John C. for Mother-in-Law Mike D.
. Claire & Norm C.

BUCK-A-FONTH CONTRIBUTION FORM
Central Service Office ~ 109 Lex1ngton'Avg'; Suite 215, San Antonio, Tx. 78205

Please enter ny contribution to the BUCK-A-MONTH for months.
Donation is enclosed on the bas1s of $1 00 per month.

NAME STREET

CITY STATE 71D




