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23, YEARS CF AA IN SAN ANTONIO

In March, 19&1 The Rev. Everett H. Jones; then Rector of St. Mark's: Episcopal
Church was one of . the thousands who read the Jack Alexander article: "Alcoholics
Anonymous - Freed Slaves of Drink, Now They Free Othens" ‘appearing in the
SATURDAY EVENING POST.” At that time he was werking with two alccholics, both
members of his congregation. Through the article he learned that Houston had

a group and Jetermined that he would seek more information about the program of
Alcoholics Anonymous ani the feasibility of founding a group in San Antonio.

WIthin days he was scheduled for a week of Lenten preaching at Christ Church
Cathedral in Houston, and he located the AA telephone number and asked that a rep-'
resentative of the group visit. him at hig hotel. He was so impressed with his
visitor that he asked him to acdcompany him on his return to San Antonio; and
called ahead to arrange for a small group of interested persons to meet with the .
two of them at St. Harks! on the Sunday afternoon following their arrival.
Unfortunately the good pr:i.est. was preo::cupied with affa:irs that had piled up

in his absense and had to let his new friend entnptain himself for the day inter~
vening, ‘That gentleman had formerly been a newspaper reporter in this city and
met with several of his old cronies who dined - and wined - him so excessively -
that he was scarcely in condition to be of any help to the tiny group of hopefnl
San Antonians. Indeed, it was they who helped him by bundlenng h1m aboard the '
first bus headed back toward Houston' . , SOE B

Undaunted, ‘the 11ttle band tock stock of the aituation, decided they were st111
very much intrigued by the thought of -bringing Alcoholics Anonymous to the San
Antonio Area and resclved to sénd one of the alcoholic men with: whom Fa@her Jones
had been working to Houston for a week, There, he was to attend meetings, talk
with the members and brlng back all ‘the avazlable llterature.' :

When he returned to report his encounter with Houston AAts the fledgllng San An~
tonicites responded by forming their own group and. holding weekly meetings in
the Qector's study at St. Marks! ... They were aided in these picnesr efforts-by "

(Gcntinued on Page Twc)
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33 YEARS bF AA 1N SAN ANTONIO (Oontinued from Page One)

the Rev. Joseph L. Brown, Jr., then the asslstant rector of St Marks' and now

.the rector Qf the Church Of the Reoonclliaﬂlon, S&n Antonlo.
| ad e eEa Spe .
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:The group put th‘“usual aj 1n one ‘of ‘the local papers, “If you ‘want’ to drlnk A
‘thatts your bu31ness., ir you don't want to irlnk thatts our ‘business"; and in-
cluded their te 1ephone ‘number, ‘They cbtained & ‘Few recruits and struggled along
‘through the year until December 7th - but after the bombing of Pearl Harbor ani
the’ outbreak of wOrli Wer 2 thelr members scattered and thls small out promlelng
beglnnlng cameto an end e : - L
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However, the seed of hope had been planted and 1n Aprll, 19h5 a group of people
‘who kneir of this first attempt urged Jones, th by now had been consecrated A
'BlshOp rf *the Diocese of West Texas (and headquartered in San Antonio to make = - ™
auother effort to bring A "to San Antonic -'and it was this’ “Seconi ‘Goming"
_that was to prove SQcceSSfuJ! . e ent g e
Esther E., who had been a strong AA member in Houeton, and was then 11v1ng inst
LDallas was’ contacted and ‘she gra01ously agreei t6 Help, spendlng several‘days and
_ speaklng at several meetlnge. From that date to, thls AA has had conﬁinuous:ﬂev”‘,
,exlstence in. the San fntonro area. S

For Jany jears, until her death, Esther Joined the San Antonio oelpbratlon of

;the foundlng of Alcohollcs Anonymoue, ds-did the’ Blshop, who though e is"how’
‘retlre& and on a' restrlcted schedule stlil finds- time to meet oce351onally With -
}hle many AA frlends. ’A strong bokd developed bétween “thé ‘Bishop who’ is ‘many ﬁlmes
" refer red ‘o ‘ag HOup Honorary Alcohollc" and his® ‘Belovred eHiliten about whot

‘he *ﬂeen heard tot say "Alcdhollcs are Just llke everfbody else' but they're
:_so'_“much'mbre 30“‘ W TSR T RS R
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From 1945 to 19&7 AA met. on the lower floor of an. Qld building that had formerly

been a grocery store at the' corner of Fourth and Taylor Streets. Though the

- accomodationg were. less-than luxurious, the members were delighted. with, their

“fipst permdrent »eme,  The group was called: the 01d 4th Street AA ‘Gridaps - Latef

. they.gignaled. that. they were. neoming, uwp. in, the world" by, moving ° to a2nd floor .w‘ »
locatlon on West COmmerce Street across from the First NatlonalsBank. B

n-!f

T

:":‘ } .
In l9h9 the Gentral Offlce was. opened in- the Travls Bulldlng operatlng ona
daily basis with a full time secretary.. Though' the Office was moved in 1971 to

cits prerent location in the Lexlngton Building no. 1nterruptlon of service has
occurred since its 1ncept10n.j

By the 1950ts the AA Auxllllary (forerunner of the Alarion Famlly Groups) was. an
acttive and dedicated influence in the AA community. Publication of THE NICHT CAP
began in 1950 and it flourished for a time but was "put to bed® in 1954 ‘Mot until
1972 was it revived when the then secretary of the Centzal Service Office felt the
need for an area-wide publication and. "drafted" oné of her AA. friends to be its
editor. It serves as an "Open Forum", or "town meetlng" allowmng all members of
the area to communicate with one another. B :

1978 Meeting Dlrectorles publlshed in. February show A6 Groups w1th1n the Metropol=-
itan Area holding one or more ‘weekly meetings and 2 Groups 1n Unlversal City.
From a handful of people who wouldn't give up = to AB actlve Groups in every part 1
of the city; from the grocery store where members drank their coffee from . -
tin cups after baillng it from a bucket. thatfeat on-a one-ﬁurner gas plate - o
meetings in hospltals, half—way houses, clubs, GoVernmental and Civic organization
- meeting rooms, and: in churches of every denomination = to a diversity of meetings
(Continued on Page Three) '
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A limited number will be available at the door prier to-the

dinner. Let's all join in making this the most festive night of the year for

‘fevery member of AA 1n San Antonio!
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CELEBRATE LIFE AJD-LOVE, GHOWING AND LEARTING, PLAYING AMD SHARING, AND BEING
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PIC: 2/15/78 - 3/15/78 |

John H has had tc‘keep hOpplng to flll
scheel engagrents this past month and
says he'd be delighted te hear frea agy
of" ycu whold enaoy mak:ng a presentatlon.

Vangne H spoke to ‘a class: at Wheatly

High, and DuWayne F. enjeyed being the

guest of South Side High Schoel classes.

"Blackie" C, . spoke for young peeple at
Jehn Jay High Schecl during "Career Day".
Tommie D. addressed a class &t Ed Whlte
Mlddle Sch)ol. ' -

arid I am able to see how'maybe‘l,was
a bit out of ture with thlngs.

Qecently, I recelved a. fo]der from the
General Service Office, talking about
giving.a 1¢ a day (or Something) - ani
the thought immediately went through- my.
head - "all- these people .think about is
enriching their coffers". Then I said
(to myself) - "listen to you' - in the-
bars I was the last of the big Sgenders!
Put it on my tab™’ was my favorite expres=-
sicn! I'd rather not menticn how mnch
moncy ‘1 spent -that way: <

" Once, when I was still married (beforé

Sean O'M ~visited the SAG (at Tackland)
campus, and Flizabeth K. speke f£o 3t.Marys
University students, Joan B, and Bill M.
shared their experiences with a group at
Sovthwest School of Hedical Agsistants.
Joan was also the guest of the Inspiration
Alanon Group at Club 12,

' rPUTfIT‘@N’MY'TABi”""“
Every now and then i have the reallzatlon
that my old’'ideas were inaccurate at best

sobriety), I went on a trip to Acapulco -
by myself and spent about $600, The day,.
after I got liome my wife and I went shop--
ping and she wanted to buy a baby-bottle
warmer which cost $3.99. I yelped "listen
~jo you really think this is necessary?"
We didn't- buy it and she was a llttle

'upset-. v

So now I get thls thlng_from G50 = and -
© find out I'm'still a Jittle crazy.
s . {Continued on Page fojr)

{Contimued ia Column Two) . .. .=
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PUT IT ON MY TAB - (Continued from Page e Three)

I'm told I can be a great help to. the Central gervice Office by giving Just a

"Buck -~ A - Month".

have nearly the enthu51asm 1 used to have

i

Can you believe that?. I can alse give more if I.want (x
‘understand they sometimes run pretty tight), but all they're asking fon.is a
. "Buck -« A - Month" - and I gave it - but you know, when I did I didn't seem to

when I'd say, "put it on my tabl®
.= Anonymous - -~

WELL, BUST MAH B‘%iTgHES'

A& in San Antonio has been grow1ng, and

growing - and growing - and Sobave the

~demandsren your Central Service Office.
More demanis meant more dlver31fled

services - which meant additional equip-
ment - larger supplies of literature =-

~and a more complete stock of‘jewelrynand

momentog: « « o Jjust like AA we grew, and
gut: “llk' to bust our britches!“ e

To accomodate our growth (both now and in
the future) we're increasing our office
space, by. aiding another room to the

) Sﬂii‘oe - \ . » b4

welre expandlng to glve X _ expanded
¢coverage - both toiay - and tomorrow.

STATIS: 2/15/78 - 3/15/78 .
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HOSPITAL ZONE:

- Groups responsible for taking meetings

to the Villa Rosa Groups' Tuesday night
"Open Speakers! lleeting! dur1ng the .
month of April are: ,

18th = The Haven

April 1lth & 25th - The Augdubon
_ * O % % w® O L

Groups resoonsible for talking meetings to
the Sally Groups' Wednesday Night "Open
Speakerstiieeting" {7:30 p.m.)} are:

April 5th & 12th = The Frontier

lTﬁqﬁ i?th & 26th -_Unfversal_01t

. been,

The Park North Groug holds “Open Discus=~
sion Meetings" every Friday evening at -
8 p.mi in the basement cafeteria of Park

North ‘General Hospltala h330 Vance Jaﬂson.

C

BEGULAR MQI\ITHLY EVENTS:

,Tﬁe Adminigtrative Board of the Central.

.Service Crfice will meet Tuesday, April
Ath;t 7 p.m, in the Central Servzce Cifbe
‘ S RPN R '

The £.5.,0.Cs and Dlstrlct 1. meetlngs w111

. be held on Sunday, April 9th at 7 p m.in
-Club 12 loz2 Thames Blvd.

- PR T T
The Goliad Group, 537 Avondale, will hold
its regular monthly barbeeque, Sunday,
April 16%h at 6 p.m. followed by &h "Open
Speakers' Heeting" at 7:30.

All other Sunday meetings are held at the

usual time of 8:15 p.m,
LR I

Group 12 will hold its monthly dinner and

© .games nlght on Baburday, April 29th at

7 p.m,
¥ % ® ¥ ®

The 24 Hour Service Group, 1203 Predricks
burg, will hold its regular monthly

‘ dlnner on Sunday, Aprll 30th-at 1 p.m.

Mouth-watering beef shlsh-kabobs will be
the star of this montha' tenu! '

ADDITICNS & COIRECTICNS:

' New Wbmen§ Group -~Closed Dlssussion

'Meetlng at 8:15 every Honday at Club 32,
CHH

The Goliad Group has _‘a:ided"an "Cpen Step
lMeeting" to its roster of Manday Meetings.

This one meets at, 8:15 p.m.

An "Open Digcussion leeting" has also
glded to the Goliad schedule:
Fri&ay evenihg: Bt 8815 p.m. S

#* % g bt 04 S
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- 20Bs! Sorry 1pout, that. Ia compiling the

New area directories we inadvertently left
out one of the 2, Hour Service Groups!
finest meetings. The Saturday Night
"Open Speskers! Meeting" is still held

*OH . W

Ihe STARR (South Texas Area Round Robin)

Meeting which formerly met on the 2nd

Sunday of each month direltly following

the C.5.0.C. Heeting has been discontinuei.
* % 4 % %

The Lambia Group (gay) is now inactive,
as 1s the V.A.Hospital Groupst! ' Thurs-
day Night "Cpen Speakers! Meeting", .

I MEMORIUis

The beloved parents of Jim W, - March,
1978

The Central Service Office would like to
thank all those who have nmade memorials.
These gifts are deeply appreciated and
will-enable AA to further carry the
message. :

TO THE FAMILIES AND FRIENDS WE EXTEND
SINCERE SYMPATHY AND OUR PRAYERS THAT
THEIR BEREAVEMENT MAY BE TEMPERED BY

. REFLECTIVE THOUGHTS UPON THE HAPPINESS

# % 3 3 3t SHARED % % % % %

ISINCERE THANKS?

“Gentle Ben" A. and Elva A. are taking
this opportunity to thask the many-
friends who joined them in celebrating
their marriage at the El Tropicana Motor
Inn in January. -

Thanks too, for the many beautiful ani
useful gifts - they will be enjoyed for
many years to come~-gni each use will
recall the joy of that happy occasion!

TO LOVE SCMEONE IS TO ALWAYS SHOW THEM
* % ANEW WAYS TO GROW %* 3 * %

CONFERENCE. NEWS:

The 13th Annual Pre-General Service.

. Conference Workshop will be held April:

1st ani 2nd at the Holiday Inn, Victoria,
Texas.

This is a working conference for evejy
Member of the Southwest Texas Area.

All ‘groups should be represented by
their GSR'S or Alternates ani secretar-
ies.

The Pre-Conference Workshop is held
every year at this time in order that
the delegate may have in-put from all
groups before attending the General
Service Conference in new York.

1, order to be properly represented
we must have an informed delegate.

There is no registration fee for the
conference itself. An "Early Bird
Meeting" will be held on Friday, March
31st, and Conference registration will
begin at 9 a.m. the following day.

For room reservations write direct tos
Holiday Inn

2705 E. Houston Highway
‘Victoria, Texas

ARQOUND THE AREA:

The Mary Mont-Group will celebrate
their 3rd Anniversary with an "Cpen
Speakers" HMeeting" and Open House on
Tuesday, April 25th at 8:15 p.m.

The Group meets in the Annex Building
behini the Church of the Reconciliation
and they invite all area AA's to join
them for their 3rd "Birthday"!
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CGROUP MR, IO DATE  GROUP MAR . T0 DATE

“Alamo Heights = 15, 00 - f45 00 Open Door 0 30.00
Audubon : 0 e 0 Park North 10.00 30.00 .
Brees B TR | B Reality - 500  © 15.00
Broadway- . -0 35.00 Reliance 20.00 60,00
‘Downtown 0 20.00 Satly - e U N
First Step 0 0 SASH 0 | 16.00 .
Ft. Sam Hotston - 20, 00 - -80.00 Santa Fe - - 30.00
Frontier S0 40,00 Sahara -~ ¢ -10.00. . 10.00
Goliad . . 0 -15.00 St. Agnes 0 0 10.00

~ Group 12 - - 50,00 100.00 Serenity 10.00 30,00
Grupo Del Sol 0 0 :.-Sharing 0o 0
Grupo Esperanza. . -0 0 Spiritual Life 0 0

. Grupo-Unidad 0 30.00 Stepping Stones75.00 75.00
-1 Harmony: RS | R ) Sunset 55.00 .. 85.00
= Highlands o R0.00 - - 80.00 The Haven 0 15.00"
Hope - - o 14.00 - 0 14,00 24 Hour  10.00 20.00
Kelly AFB S0 s 35,00 Universal - 0 ' g
- Laurel Heights . 15.00 = 45.00 Valley Hi 0 -0
o Harymont 25.00  25.00 Villa Rosa 0 50.00
g') 7 Hortheast o 0 20.00 Wesley 0 15.00
-~/ . San Pedro 10.00 40.00 Windcrest 0 0
Morthwest - 20.00 €0.00 S ' ‘ :
Horthwood 0 90 00 o
AREA ‘
- Bandera : 0 -0 uomen ] Seren1ty 0 - 20.00
Bridge (M.B.) 0 20.00 Lytle - =~ .- 0 . 8,00

~ Canyon Lake 0 0 Mew Braunfels - 0 -0 10400
Floresville | 5.00 - 15.00 Pearsall 10.00 - 25.00

“Hi11 Country- Group 0 0 Seguin 0 0

- Kerrville 0 - 20.00 o - ' S
Hemorials R w0 - Contributions
Dollie E..  10.00 - : Teddy L. - 25.00

. : E ’ ************

E BUCK-A-HONTH CONTRIBUTION FORH
© DETACH AWD PAIL™ - -

" Central Service Office - 100 Lexington Ave., Su1te 215 San Anton1o sTexas 78205
Please enter my contribution to the BUCKrA-MONTH for months. Donation
. is enclosed on ‘the bas1s of $1 00 per month . '
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